
Kirkburton & Highburton Community Association 
 

Minutes of meeting held at Burton Village Hall  

Thursday 14th January 2021 
 

Present: Roger Beaumont, Peter White, Jayne Smith, Kaye Emberton, 
Georgina Dickinson, Peter Taylor, Tim Scott, Geoff Barnard Anna Boden, 

Pat Shaw, David Blunt, Pam Askham 
  
1. Apologies:  Tony Eaton, Howard Boothroyd, Ann Schofield, Jane 
Greetham, Dave and Angie Hilton, David Knight, Paul Jones 

 
2. Minutes/matters arising of last meeting:  

Peter White – Treasures report note 5, Peter uses Give as you live for his 
own purchases as well. 

 
3. Community Police Representative: PC Caroline Newsome 

 

Report from Caroline: 
Unfortunately, we had 3 burglaries on 11/12/20, one in Low Town, (suspect 

disturbed and entry not gained), one on Turnshaw Avenue, (handbag and 

cigarettes stolen), and a third on Penistone Road, where a Range Rover was 

stolen.  Enquiries are still ongoing, and we have a potential suspect for one of 

the reports. 
  
On the 14th December, a theft from motor vehicle was reported on Paddock 

Road, with a bank card and loose change being stolen, from an insecure 

vehicle.  It is likely the offender for this has been out checking several vehicle 

doors, and hit lucky with this one. 
  
A further burglary was reported on 16/12/20 at Cinderhill, with the occupant 

finding the door handle sawn off, but no entry had been gained.  Awaiting 

forensic results for this. 
  
As regards everything else, there is not much of note, or concern. 
  
Each area continues to receive calls about people breaching the Covid-19 rules, 

Highburton and Kirkburton included, and over the weekend, there have been 

fines issued for blatant breaches. 
  
The recent bad weather hasn’t made it possible for speed checks to be carried 

out, and they will hopefully resume shortly. 

 

Geoff Barnard- issue raised at last meeting relating to difficulties in 

reporting to 111, no reply to emails as well as emails bouncing back. 
Could Caroline provide further information? Action: Jayne will email 

Caroline. 
  

4. Burton United: 

Nothing to report due to COVID-19 



5. Treasurers report:  Peter White: 
Prior to the meeting, Peter circulated the current financial position, and 

the following report: 

You will notice that we have received a further Covid-19 grant, but this 

time from Kirklees Council which is being paid to all businesses that have 

or are being affected and are registered for business rates. The amount 

received in the past month is £1334 and is being paid for every 28 days 

that we are partially closed, however this first payment covered 40 days 

due to the Kirklees process. There are two further types of grants that we 

are due to receive, the first is being paid out for every fortnight that we 

are not fully open and the second is a on-off £4000 payment that is due to 

the businesses that are partially open during lockdown. I can see in the 

bank account that a further payment of £2001 is due in tomorrow from 

Kirklees but at this stage until I receive a letter I cannot say exactly what 

this relates to, but I expect it to be a combination of the first two grants. 

I wanted to compare where we are at this stage in our financial year with 

last year, which of course was whilst we were still fully open. The 

comparison is as follows: 

January                             Rental Income                  Income over Expenditure 

2020                                    £6944.90                                    £2074.42 

2021                                    £4146.08                                    £3741.96 

You will see that although understandably our rental income is lower, 

due to Covid-19 grants of £1834 and lower outgoings our income over 

expenditure is actually better off. This is of course before tomorrows 

additional Covid-19 grant of £2001, so overall we are currently better off 

than last year. We will have to see how the rest of the year pans out 

before we can conclude the full impact on our financial position but I am 

hopeful Covid-19 will not have a serious impact on our position.  

All advertising money for the Burton Bulletin has now been received, as 

well as grant of £1200. The BB team are looking at ways of supporting 
local business that have been closed due to COVID-19 – possibly free 

advertising in a future edition. This is yet to be decided. 

Roger Beaumont: If we are running at surplus – what do we do with the 

money. Support local community/invest in facilities at the hall? 

Georgina Dickinson: suggested that ideas are put forward at the AGM 

when we are able to hold one. 

 

 

 



6. Initiatives: 
 

a) 106 money – Georgina Dickinson drafted a comprehensive letter 
which has been sent to the parties mentioned in the last minutes. 

Our MP Mark Eastwood has acknowledged receipt of this and is 
acting upon it. Head of Kirkburton Middle School, Chris Taylor 

thanked the KHCA for their efforts. No response from Highburton 
First School to date.  

Roger thanked Georgina for her guidance and support in this 
matter, in turn Roger was thanked for taking on the “challenge” 

 
b) North Road – Nothing to report 

c) Yorkshire Water – there has been some work being carried out 
in the centre of the village. Pat Shaw reported that water appears 

to be coming off the fields near Croftlands Care Home. Georgina 

confirmed that there has been flooding in the Churchyard as well, 
and following discussions with Yorkshire Water, it appears it may 

be natural water causeway.  
Peter Taylor: Information received from David Knight- There is a private 

member's bill - the poetically titled 'Sewage (Inland Waters) bill' - 

that gets its second reading in the Commons on Jan 22nd. It's sponsor is 

Philip Dunne (Cons) but it's got over 100 MPs' support including 

Caroline Lucas. The reason I raise it is because it could make a real 

difference with CSO issues such as those we've got in and around the 

village, but needs as many MPs to support as possible. 

 

Action: Roger will contact Cllr. John Taylor and MP, Mark Eastwood. 

 

d) Website –Peter put the information received from the Denby 
Dale Centre. If anyone wants anything adding on, please forward 

to Peter. 
e) K.M.S fencing – 

Roger has written to our MP, Mark Eastwood. Details of his response are 
below:  
Dear Roger, 
 
Thank you for your email of 5th January 2021 and I hope you are keeping well at this time. I was 
already aware of the issue that you raise regarding the proposal from the Head at Kirkburton Middle 
School to install a boundary fence around the entire school grounds and share with you, and John & 
Richard the concerns about these proposals and will certainly write to the Head and ask that he 
reconsider the decision and not start any action until further consultation with the local community. 
 
I have noted your ask for assistance in obtaining a copy of the grant application that was made to the 
Department of education to secure the funding for this fencing and have today written to the Schools 
Minister, Nick Gibb, asking for his support in obtaining this information as soon as possible. 
 
As soon as I receive a response from the Minister I will be immediately in touch with you. 
 
Regards 
 
Mark Eastwood MP 
 



Georgina enquired as to what the main objections the residents have? 
Geoff provided feedback – the school grounds are already fenced, the new 

fence will within 1 metre of neighbouring properties which would make it 
difficult for residents to carry out maintenance work, and possibly end up 

as a rubbish trap. Community events will be affected. 
 

There appears to be an inconsistency from the school as to why they are 
wanting to put the fence up.  

 
Waiting for a reply from the Head to Rogers letter and Mark Eastwood’s. 

 
Tim Scott signed out off meeting as this point due to other commitments 

– second zoom meeting commenced. 
 
 

7. Burton Bulletin: - Pat Shaw 

Deadline for next issue is 15th January 2021. A good selection of articles 
has been received. 

Dave Hilton has taken on the finances.  
Martin Ward had written an article relating to Santa’s sleigh – despite 

COVID-19 restrictions, Martin and the team raised a fantastic amount and 
gave an amount of £285, to Highburton First School, Highburton 

Playgroup, Kirkburton First School and Kirkburton playgroup. 

Pat suggested that Martin is recognised for his hard work for making the 
event happen. 

Action – Letter to be drafted and sent to Martin. 
Anna Boden asked if an item could be placed in the BB regarding people 

leaving items outside the Charity shop whilst it is closed. Not only is it an 
eyesore, but all items left have to be disposed off and can not be used by 

the charity shop. 
 

8. Parish Council: Peter Taylor 
Fruit tree pruning training, and the Climate action date have had to be 

delayed due to COVID-19 19.  
Parish walks continue to be revamped.  

Kirkheaton have a community initiative where they are asking all 
landowners to dedicate 20% of land to wildlife.  

 

9. BEG:  Peter Taylor 
Tim and team have sited the bench in the community field. 

New projects in the pipeline: 
Memorial garden – WW2 board to be created and placed at the opposite 

end of the garden to the WW1 board, to encourage people to walk around 
the garden. Due to confidentiality issues, not as easy to gather the 

information of serving personnel. 
Entrance signs to Kirkburton and possibly Highburton. 



Community fields – sub group has been formed to look at the diversity of 
the fields to include wild flower planting, planting trees, hedges etc to 

improve the range of natural habitats. 
 

10. The Hub: Paul Jones 
Angie Hilton sent a report to say, “The Hub” is closed until further notice. 

Denby Dale centre have a charity shop in Skelmanthorpe near the Savoy 
squash club which is also closed due to COVID-19 restrictions. 

 
Paul reported that the Denby Dale centre is providing transport for people 

attending COVID-19 vaccinations, as well as supporting Kirklees to meet 
their transport needs. Anyone who is needing help with transport can 

contact the centre of 01484 860077 
 

 

11.Village Hall Manager’s report: Kaye Emberton 
Gas boilers to be serviced Tuesday 19th January 2021. 

Brainboost tutor group is closed until further notice 
 

12. Booking manager’ report: Pam Askham 
No bookings due to COVID-19 

 
13. Any other business: 

Roger Beaumont – An issue of what appears to be “Landgrab” has been 
reported on Dene Fold. General discussion – Kirklees have refused a 

previous application and a prohibition notice has been issued. It was 
agreed that as Kirklees are dealing with the issue, there was no need for 

KHCA to become further involved at this stage.  
 

Geoff Barnard – any update on the new bins for the village. Anna has 

been in contact with Cllr. Richard Smith and it would appear that the bins 
have been sent to Shelley in error. Anna will continue to converse with 

Richard Smith. 
 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday 11th February 2021 @7.30pm. 
Venue to be confirmed. 
 
 
 
 


