
Kirkburton & Highburton Community Association 
 

Minutes of meeting held via Zoom 
Thursday 8th October 2020 

 
Present: Roger Beaumont, Peter White, Jayne Smith, Kaye Emberton, Cllr Peter Taylor, Pat 
Shaw, Anna Boden, Tim Scott 
  
1. Apologies: David Blunt, PC Caroline Newsome, Geoff Barnard, Howard Boothroyd, Sandra 
Coulthard, Tony Eaton 
 
2. Minutes/matters arising of last meeting: 
Date of next meeting should read 8.10.2020 
 
3. Community Police Representative:  
PC Caroline Newsome unable to attend but sent the following report: 

    We are continuing to respond to numerous reports daily, concerning breaches of the 
Covid-19 restrictions.  Force policy is to engage, explain, encourage and enforce, where 
necessary.  This is force wide, albeit there have been several within our area. 

•         We have seen a reduction in calls relating to anti-social behaviour, albeit we have had 
some.  The Co-op in Kirkburton continues to attract groups of youths, (a damage and a theft 
was recorded 12/09 and 15/09, and Shelley College have assisted in identifying the culprits, 
who will be dealt with accordingly), and regular patrols are carried on, in order to prevent 
youths gathering. 

•         On 21/09, a 12 year old boy was taken to hospital, further to smoking cannabis at 
Gregory Playing Fields, and is now fit and well.  On the back of this, and other matters 
relating to anti-social behaviour, I have met with the Assistant Head at Kirkburton Middle 
School, (looking at funding for security measures at the rec), and will be organising some 
virtual assemblies, covering ASB, drugs and carrying weapons.  Dates are yet to be 
confirmed. 

•         I have also had meetings with Shelley College, and both schools are fully supportive, 
and we have a good working relationship. 

•         The police continue to patrol hot spot areas, and ask the community to ring all matters 
in – again, I see comments posted on Facebook, concerning ASB matters, and they are not 
rung in.  Even if we cannot attend at the time, the calls are brought to our attention, and 
gives us a good idea, of the areas we need to concentrate on.  I would always encourage 
people to ring in, or the facility which is far quicker - report online. 

•         There has been a recent spate of thefts of transit vans, across the District as a whole, 
but particularly in rural areas. We have set up a specific operation to target these offences 
and offenders. This involves targeted proactive patrols in the areas of concern, leaflet drops 
and personal visits to residential and commercial premises to give crime prevention 
advice.  24/09, A van was stolen from Slant Gate, and up to press, has not been located. 

•         As always, reports of speeding and problem parking continue to come in.  We have 
conducted speed checks in many areas of HD8 recently, and a number of tickets have been 
issued and drivers given verbal warnings. We now have more staff trained in the use of the 
speed detection devices and will be conducting more regular speed checks in areas of 
concern.   North Road, Kirkburton, was covered, with only the one motorist exceeding the 
speed limit, and receiving a ticket, and Huddersfield Road/Shelley Lane, where three tickets 
were issued.  As and when we can, speed enforcement will be carried out. 
 
With regards to speeding issues, Roger Beaumont received the following information from 
Cllr John Taylor: 



I had a meeting with the Police about speeding across the ward this morning, in Kirkburton 
Police Station. The enforcement team were out on North Rd this last week.  If Caroline is at 
the meeting tomorrow night she may be able to update on precise details, I have asked the 
Sergeant to send some stuff on to me but was waiting until they had done a little more. 
 
They also have on the list Moor Lane to look at and have also been dealing with some issues 
on Birkhead Close/Grenoside with an issue around poor driving here as well. 
 
Hope this helps, North Rd & Penistone Rd remain priorities but the team are still somewhat 
thinly spread. 
 
Regards 
 
John Taylor 
 
Cllr John Taylor 
 
Kirkburton Ward 
 
07831 810096 

 
 

Roger Beaumont: 
Alex McIntyre from Kirkburton Middle School (KMS) has contacted the KHCA regarding the 
issues of ASB around the Rec and Skate Park. KMS are in the process of applying for funding 
to help address the issues and asking if this is something the KHCA would be able to support. 
Meeting discussed that the best option would be for KMS to contact The Isaac Nash Trust 
(TINT) as when they were applying for the planning of the skateboard, they stated that they 
would monitor the area.  
Action: Roger Beaumont will contact KMS and inform of the background and suggest KMS 
contact TINT. 
 
Suggestion that the issues regarding ASB be highlighted in the Burton Bulletin. 
Action: Roger Beaumont will speak to Pat Shaw. 
 
Pam Askham reported that the wall is near the skate park is being damaged again by the 
removal of stones. 
Anna Boden reported that stones are being removed/dislodged on a boundary wall at the 
bottom of KMS field. 
 
Tim Scott raised a question regarding the sequencing of the traffic lights at the bottom of Far 
Dene. On an evening, the lights on Penistone Road seemed to be on red for a long period of 
time and that priority seemed to be given to those coming down the hill from Highburton. 
Peter Taylor confirmed that was done purposefully as a safety measure to slow the traffic 
down on Penistone Road. 

 

4.. Burton United 
No report 
 
5. Treasurers report:  Peter White 
Peter circulated the financial position as at 08.10.2020 as well as a 5-year expenses plan. 
We have received grants from Kirkburton Parish Council, the Covid-19 grant was for any 
charity group to claim to help us over this period of reduced income, also the website grant 
was to help towards its upgrade. The hot water boiler had to be replaced (broken) as the 
potential cost of repair for a 5-year-old machine was not going to be worth it, so we have a 
new one installed and working. 



 
No questions raised – Roger has also put together a 5-year plan, which he will forward on – 
to be discussed further at next meeting. 
 
 
6. Initiatives: 
 

a) 106 money 
Roger has been in communication with John Taylor – no further progress made as 
Cllr John Taylor is still waiting to have a meeting with the Chief Executive within 
Kirklees.  
Meeting agreed that due to the length of time this has been ongoing without any 
progress being made, a period of 14 days should be allowed before we take further 
action with local MP and Georgina Dickinson. 
Action: Roger Beaumont will contact Cllr John Taylor and advise of above decision. 

b) North Road 
No further action/work has taken place. 

c) Yorkshire Water 
There has been local surveys and camera inspections taking place. Yorkshire Water 
are carrying out pipe cleaning work over the next few weeks. 
 
Tim Scott confirmed that Yorkshire Water are scheduled to monitor sewage issues in 
the community field approx. every 2 months. 
 

d) Website 
A grant of £800 has been received to support upgrading the website. Angela Ellam, 
Dave Hilton, and Inspiration computers need to arrange a meeting and discuss 
further. 
Action: Angela Ellam will contact Dave Hilton regarding updating the gallery. 

 
 

7. Burton Bulletin:   
We have received two grants, one from Kirklees Council and the other from KPC, both to 
help with the continuation of the BB under these times when advertising revenue will be 
more difficult to come by. Unfortunately, a new printing company has not yet been sourced. 
 
8. Parish Council:  Cllr Peter Taylor 
All the application for emergency grants except for one, have been successful. The 
unsuccessful applicant has been asked to submit further information.  
 
Planning – The Parish council have objected to one of the developments on Penistone Road, 
on highway grounds. 
Application received from KMS to erect a 2.4m fence around the playing fields. There have 
been concerns from neighbouring properties as this fence would be up to their back 
gardens. It would also prevent access from the scout hut for informal use. 
“Planning for the future” government incentive is an area of concern as it would affect the 
Parish Councils input on local planning.  
 
Tim Scott asked if there had been any further developments with the proposed building on 
“the triangle” in Lowtown. Peter Taylor advised that he has not seen any applications. Anna 
Boden informed the meeting that the land is up for sale for a sum of £75,000. 
 
Roger Beaumont commented that the old petrol station on North Road has a sold sign.  



 
9. B.E.G:  Tim Scott 
Working groups have been busy in the Memorial garden, Dene Park and Town Quarry. 
Petanque will hopefully resume in the spring.  
Fencing is put up in the community field. 
Exercise stations – these need to be inspected by Kirklees, however there is a waiting list of 
approx. 10 weeks so unlikely to open before the New Year.  
 
Cllr Peter Taylor – a biodiversity subgroup has been formed – still in the early stages but 
looking for ideas.  
10. The Hub: Angie Hilton 
No report  
 
11.Village Hall Manager’s report: Kaye Emberton 
Hot drinking water boiler has been replaced. 
Geoff Samuel is now coming into clean at the weekends. The user groups continue to clean 
during the week. 
Hand sanitiser machines are now in place around the hall. 
Brent has carried out some general repairs and will be replacing the floor covering in a 
storeroom. 
Kirklees have delivered a new bin which is lockable. 
 

12. Booking manager’ report:  Pam Askham  
Nothing to report 
 
13. Any other business: 
Roger Beaumont: Santa sleigh – Martin Ward has offered to take the organising of this event. The 
dates will be 17/18/19/20th December 2020. 
Martin has one driver for the Sunday evening, but is looking for volunteers.  
The local situation regarding Covid restrictions will determine if house to house collections will be 
made.  
 
Roger Beaumont: AGM should this be deferred due to the restrictions in place. Kaye Emberton 
advised the meeting that the playgroup had been in contact with the Charity Commission who 
confirmed that due to the Covid pandemic, AGM’s could be deferred until restrictions have been 
lifted but AGM’s COULD NOT be held via Zoom.  
 
Tim Scott: enquired about the Parish Council Grants – Cllr Peter Taylor confirmed that the closing 
date for application is the 30th October 2020. All applicants would be informed after this date if they 
were successful. 

 
NEXT MEETING: Thursday 11th November 2020   @7.30pm. 
It will be confirmed nearer to the time if this will be held via Zoom and relevant details will be 
sent. 
 


