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Burton City Limits  

Have your say on 

new village signs 

Burton Environment Group 
(BEG) are seeking villagers’ 
views on new road signs for 
the entrances to our villag-
es. The Group has been re-
cently discussing whether 
there would be public sup-
port for a project to place 
name signs in both villages 
and if so what sort of sign 
and where could they be 
placed? Chris Hughes of 
Mindlabs has put together 
design ideas for signs that 
could be located at one or 
more places in each village. 
To find out whether the pro-
ject has the backing of vil-
lage residents this article is 
intended to show the types 
of signs being considered 
and possible locations. 
 
There are several possible 
designs. 
 
The example above with the 
curved upper section refer-
ence the Kirkburton railway 
line that ended where hous-
es on Northfield Park are 
now situated. Bertone is the 
old name for both Highbur-
ton and Kirkburton in medi-
eval times and is listed in 
the Domesday Book. 
 
The signs can be used in a 
variety of ways, either as 

stand-alone mounted on 
stone (shown on the right). 
 
 The lettering could read 
“ K i r k b u r t o n ”  o r 
“Highburton”.  
 
An alternative to the use of a 
mounted sign is to use a sim-
ple piece of stone with the 
village name cut into it as in 
many of our neighbouring 
villages, the name could ei-
ther be picked out in black 
or gold (see bottom right). 
 
We have only outline quotes 
at the moment but it is likely 
that a simple stone sign 
would be £3000-4000 each, a 
stone with a sign approxi-
mately £5000 and the signs on 
their own approximately 
£1000 each 
 
Possible locations are:  
1: on North Road at the en-
trance to the village on the 
ground near the start of the 
entrance to Northfield Park  
2: at the junction of Riley 
Lane and Penistone Rd 
3: on lamp posts at the bot-
tom of Far Dene and near 
the Moor Lane/Paddock Rd 
junction 
4: a stone or sign marking 
the centre of Highburton sit-
uated on the ground near 
the notice board opposite 
the village hall. Have your say on the signs by completing and returning 

the questionnaire on page three. 
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Enjoy reading the 
Bulletin? 

Why not get in-
volved in produc-
ing future editions? 

Contact: 

Gerard  

Hetherington 600488  

or 

Pat Shaw       605318 

Burton Bulletin 

 

Deadline for next 
editions 

 

Friday 16 July 

No 24 August edi-
tion 

Friday 15 October  

No 25 November 
edition 

Why not adver-
tise your busi-
ness in The Bulle-
tin?  

Copies of each edi-
tion are hand-
delivered to 2,500 
homes in Kirkbur-
ton and Highbur-
ton. 

Our rates start at 
£25 for a box, up to 
£100 for a full page. 

 

Contact Dave  

Hilton on 602241 
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The View from the Bulletin 

After what has been a long 
and difficult winter for many 
people, it is great that 
Spring is here at last. 
 
By the time you read this 
edition of The Bulletin we 
should be well on the way 
to returning to normal, with 
the removal of many of the 
coronavirus restrictions. 
 
Indoor mixing and hospitali-
ty will be permitted from 17 
May and almost all remain-
ing restrictions will be lifted 
from 21 June. 
 
Readers may notice a rather 
green tinge to this issue of 
The Bulletin. Several of our 
news articles and features 
are about the environment. 
 
This is not because of any 
decision by the editorial 
team to give more space to 
green issues, it simply re-
flects the material we have 
received. 
 

Some of this material was 
prompted by an article in 
the last edition of the Bulle-
tin about biodiversity. 
 
But perhaps also the end of 
lockdown and the arrival 
of the Spring has turned 
everyone’s thoughts to na-
ture and making the most 
of our open spaces and 
thinking about what we 
can do to protect the envi-
ronment. 
 
It is not our intention to 
make political points about 
the environment,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Just in case anyone thinks 
the coverage of the environ-
mental issues—or any other 
of the articles in this edition 
might be considered politi-
cal—we have ensured that 
this edition of the Bulletin 
will be distributed after the 
local elections on 6 May.  
 
Another theme of this issue 
is participation. Several arti-
cles ask for feedback: 
 
Street signs on page 1 (see 
the questionnaire below)  
The Village Hall on page  6 
Biodiversity on page 8 
Blocked gullies on page 9 
Electric cars on page 24 
 
We hope you will respond 
to these consultations and 
other invitations to com-
ment. 
 
You can email us at  
 
burtonbulletin@khca.org.uk 
 

or leave your completed 
questionnaire in the special 
boxes at Russell Parkinson 
the butcher’s, Highburton 
Village Shop, the library or 
the village hall. You can also 
leave written responses on 
the other points in these 
boxes. 
 
We always welcome your 
letters for publication. 
 
We had a very good re-
sponse to the appeal in our 
last edition for people to 
join our distribution team to 
fill some gaps caused by 
retirements. 
 
We are still looking for peo-
ple to help with the writing 
and editing of the paper, 
especially younger people. 
 
If you think you might like 
to get involved please con-
tact either Gerard Hether-
ington on 600488 or Pat Shaw 
on 605318. 
 
The Bulletin Editorial Team 
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KIRKBURTON HEALTH CENTRE 

PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP 
(PPG) NEWSLETTER 

SPRING 2021 
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MANOR MILL COTTAGE 

Bed & Breakfast 

Pam & David Askham 

21, Linfit Lane, Kirkburton, HD8 0TY 

d.askham@btinternet.com 

www.manormillcottage.co.uk 

07710192812 

local,  welcoming and friendly accommodation 

We reopen on 17 May and look forward to 
welcoming guests again 

Work on Middle School 

fence halted 

Many people in our com-
munity have welcomed 
the decision by Kirkbur-
ton Middle School (KMS) 
to pause the fencing pro-
ject at the North field pe-
rimeter. The decision was 
reached following an in-
formal consultation, led 
by KMS, in March.  

The school had proposed 
the fence to improve se-
curity and safety for pu-
pils at the site in Turn-
shaws Avenue. 

Residents and members 
of our community were 
made aware of the pro-
ject when a Planning Ap-
plication for a 2.4m pe-
rimeter fence was sub-
mitted to Kirklees Coun-
cil on 29 September.  

This was withdrawn on 
27 October and new 
plans for a 2.0m fence 
were proposed as a per-
mitted development. 
Plans to secure the South 
field received substantial 
support. Work is pro-
gressing, with some revi-
sions agreed by the 
school, after taking into 

account residents’ con-
cerns. Revisions include a 
permitted walkway from 
Turnshaws Quarry to 
Hallas Road. 

Plans for the North field 
met with some opposition, 
and legitimate concerns 
were raised. Meetings 
and discussions with resi-
dents, Kirkburton and 
Highburton Community 
Association (KHCA) and 
KMS senior leadership 
team have been ongoing 
since January. 

Roger Beaumont, Chair-
man of Kirkburton and 
Highburton Community 
Association said: 

 “Our community has wel-
comed the leadership 
team’s decision to pause 
the project on the North 
field perimeter. This will 
allow positive involve-
ment with stakeholders 
and KMS leadership team 
at a future date and will 
ensure that any boundary 
is safe and in keeping 
with the environment.” 

New Woodland Reserve 

 ment for voles, field-mice 
and other small mammals, 
and as the trees grow 
there will also be an in-
creasing bird population. 

If schemes like this can be 
repeated right across the 
country, as the Woodland 
Trust argues, the effects 
really could be great, not 
least in increasing biodi-
versity while combatting 
climate change.   Mean-
while, the saplings are still 
at a very vulnerable state 
so please help discourage 
people from going into the 
field and give it a chance 
to develop into a new 
woodland for future gen-
erations.  

People using the footpath 
route between Hallas 
and Turnshaws by the 
Middle School playing 
fields will have noticed 
young saplings starting 
to grow in the field down 
towards Kirkburton vil-
lage centre.   These are 
the early results of a 
scheme planned with 
help from the Woodland 
Trust to create “Little Hal-
lows Wood” (from the 
original name of the 
field).    

It isn’t large, less than a 
hectare, but has been 
planted with many hun-
dreds of “whips” all na-
tive to the UK, including 
oak, ash, hornbeam, 
birch, rowan, willow and 
hawthorn.  The Trust met 
part of the cost as part of 
a national scheme to sup-
port small-scale reforest-
ing. 

So far, the results have 
been good, with some of 
the faster-growing spe-
cies like birch and willow 
already a couple of me-
tres high.   The grass in 
between is still very tus-
socky, a great environ-
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A short report 
from the KHCA 
meetings held 
on 11 March 
and 8 April and 
subsequent de-
velopments. 
 
POLICE REPRESENTATIVE 
People are still urging us to 
stick to current Covid guide-
lines as we slowly emerge 
from lockdown. Much cur-
rent police work is acting 
on calls about people 
breaking the rules. 
 
Facebook has reported lo-
cal dog theft, but nothing 
had been reported to the 
police. Please be vigilant if 
strangers are showing a 
great deal of interest in oth-
er peoples’ dogs. A suspi-
cious white van in the area 
has been dealt with 
(nothing to do with dog 
thefts). 
 
The representative urged 
people to get in touch with 
the Police via 101 rather 
than social media plat-
forms, particularly in rela-
tion to anti-social behav-
iour issues. 
 
FINANCES        
KHCA continues to be in a 
healthy financial position 
 
SECTION 106 MONEY 
This is money paid by de-
velopers (Redrow) to Kirk-
lees to help the local ameni-
ties – schools, facilities and 
travel, to offset disruption 
during construction work. It 
totals approximately 
£350,000.  
 
The Chairperson reported 
that despite spending many 
hours on this issue he is not 
making headway and 
whilst the money is being 
held in Kirklees Council’s 
bank account it is not being 
released to the projects 
agreed in a contract en-
tered into by Kirklees, 
Redrow and the landown-
ers. He has had no construc-
tive responses from local 
councillors or our MP.  
Much frustration was felt 
on this issue, if it is not re-
leased by Kirklees to the 
schools, etc, it will be re-
turned to the developers 
after five years. Further 
meetings were planned. 
 
 
 
 

ROAD GULLIES 
A letter on this matter ap-
pears on page 19. 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL FENCE 
This issue was discussed at 
length. Since the meeting 
work on the KMS perime-
ter fence to the North 
fields has been suspended 
and all stakeholders, resi-
dents and neighbours, 
have been contacted. 
There will be further dia-
logue to find a solution 
more in keeping with the 
rural setting of the school.  
It is hoped that an out-
come can be achieved 
which addresses safe-
guarding issues, but with-
out requiring the use of 
steel fencing. 
 
Work to complete the 
South fields fencing will 
continue but with some 
modifications to take resi-
dents’ views into account 
and maintain a permissive 
walkway around the 
fence perimeter from Turn-
shaws Quarry to Hallas 
Road.  An article on this 
subject appears on page 5 
of the paper. 
 
OTHER ISSUES  
Four new volunteers have 
come forward for the Bur-
ton Environment Group 
(BEG)  BioDiversity group 
 
A grant has been ap-
proved for the WWII 
board in the Memorial 
Garden. 
 
Village entrance signage 
were discussed, (see arti-
cle on the front page). 
 
The Hub will be opening in 
a limited way from 12 

April; the dementia sup-
port group continues to 
meet at the Denby Dale 
Centre; the centre will also 
be issuing a directory of 
local services and events 
in the summer.  
 
The petanque (boules) club 
will be restarting soon. 
 
                         Pat Shaw  

Making Better Use of 

Burton Village Hall 

Our villages have a first-
class facility in Burton Vil-
lage Hall, but are we mak-
ing enough use of it? 
 
The former Highburton Vil-
lage School was exten-
sively renovated in 1999 
with funds raised by local 
people and a grant from 
the National Lottery Fund. 
The hall is maintained and 
run by the Kirkburton and 
Highburton Community 
Association (KHCA) who 
rent out the various rooms 
to a wide range of local 
groups. 
 
Before lockdown the activ-
ities in the hall included 
Brain Boost, Brownies, 
Burton Crafters, Fitness, 
Karate, Mothers and Tod-
dlers, Salsa, Time Out, 
Ukulele, Women’s Insti-
tute, Yoga and various po-
litical party and parish 
council meetings. 

We hope these groups will 
soon be able to resume 
their activities, but surely 
the hall could be used for 
so much more. 

We are aware that some 
people living in the villag-
es may not have been into 
the Village Hall for some 
time, especially as it was 
not possible to hold the 
annual Christmas Fair in 
November because of 
Covid restrictions. We real-
ise that some newer resi-
dents of the villages may 
never have even set foot 
in the building. 

As we consider life after 
lockdown (this edition of 
the Bulletin comes out 
when we are still in par-
tial lockdown - shops and 
pub gardens are open but 

restaurants and cinemas 
are not) everyone is think-
ing about what they want 
to do when the remaining 
restrictions are lifted.  
 
After more than twelve 
months without normal ac-
tivities, many people are 
looking to get more in-
volved with activities in 
their community. 

The Village Hall is an obvi-
ous place to start. It is your 
Village Hall, so what would 
you like to see happening 
there?  

The editorial team at The 
Bulletin together with the 
management of the Com-
munity Association would 
like to ask readers for ide-
as of what they might like 
to see at the Village Hall. A 
couple of ideas might be a 
monthly film club or some 
kind of food and drink fes-
tival. 
 
If you have any ideas, then 
please let us know by con-
tacting The Bulletin at bur-
tonbulletin@khca.org.uk 

AND SECONDLY……. 

There are two vacancies on 
the management group for 
the community association 
and its website. These are 
Hall booking manager and 
someone to update the 
KHCA website gallery.  

If you could volunteer for 
either of these jobs, train-
ing will be given and your 
input would be very much 
appreciated. Without volun-
teers a very valuable vil-
lage asset could be lost. 
Again, contact is via email 
t o   b u r t o n b u l l e -
tin@khca.org.uk 

mailto:burtonbulletin1@khca.org.uk
mailto:burtonbulletin1@khca.org.uk
mailto:burtonbulletin1@khca.org.uk
mailto:burtonbulletin1@khca.org.uk
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Greening our villages 

 

The February edition of 
the Bulletin included an 
article from Burton Envi-
ronment Group  asking 
if people in the villages 
were interested in action 
on biodiversity. 

The responses we re-
ceived included the fol-
lowing suggestion from 
Melody McLoughlin… 

“Hi, I live on North Road 
and visit the community 
fields very regularly 
with my two year old. 
 

“In response to the arti-
cle in the Burton Bulletin 
about improving biodi-
versity in the villages. I 
love the idea of more 
hedging for birds and 
wildflowers for bees, I 
think that would be a 
fantastic way to in-
crease homes for nature 
in the villages. I've seen 
blackcaps down in the 
community field trees 
and I'm sure we could 
encourage more birds 
with more habitat. 
 
“I wonder if there are 
ways we could encour-
age people to make 
changes in their gardens 
to help too. Our gardens 
are such a big amount of 
green space when add-
ed together. Could we 
do articles in the Bulletin 

about how specifically to 
do this in our own gar-
d e n s . 
 
“Suggestions might in-
clude 

• hedgehog high-
ways 

• planting flowers 

• nest and bat boxes  

• making a wildlife 
pond 

• education on the 
use of weed killers 

“Last summer we in-
stalled a pond in our 
garden and we've al-
ready seen frogs in it in 
such a short space of 
time. We've planted 
loads of flowers and 

they just hummed with 
bees and insects all 
summer. We also made 
a bug hotel and log 
piles for the insects. 
Simple things like not 
digging up the dandeli-
ons or spraying weed 
killer to feed the bees 
are things people 
might not know. I've 
only learnt all this from 
reading articles in mag-
a z i n e s . 
 
I would love to hear if 
this is a possibility. 
 
I've also created an In-
stagram account called 
'wild about kirkburton' 
where I've been post-
ing images of things 

like flowers and birds 
around the village.  (Ed: 27 
posts 113 followers). Per-
haps there could be a 
group started where we 
look at encouraging peo-
ple and sharing ideas 
alongside articles on how 
people can do easy things 
at home to help wildlife in 
T h e  B u l l e t i n ? 
 
Melody McLoughlin 

 

Editor’s comment: 

Would anybody like to 
join Melody in such a 
group?   

What would be needed to 
encourage some of her bi-
odiversity suggestions? 

Should there be financial 
support to provide incen-
tives to for building a bat 
box, a birdbox, a bug ho-
tel, re-wilding part of your 
garden … or other ac-
tions? 

Melody’s letter has cer-
tainly prompted discussion 
within Burton Environment 
Group, the Bulletin team 
and others. 

Over the next few pages 
we print suggestions and 
reports about various initi-
atives for making our vil-
lages more environmen-
tally friendly. 

A bug hotel 
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 Help to make ours an Environmentally-Friendly 

Community — ‘Make a Difference’ 

This will be a new regular 
page in the Bulletin with ar-
ticles, tips, readers’ letters, 
and queries. We are all 
striving to make our com-
munity and the world a bet-
ter place to live and enjoy, 
to protect our environment 
and help it flourish, to look 
after our homes and gar-
dens and to care for our 
health and each other. 
 
We can all do our little bit to 
improve things for our-
selves and our community 
so here is a start, a few sim-
ple things we can all make 
an effort to do and a Spring 
project. 
 
Spring Tips.... 
 
• Walk if you can, use 

the car less. 
 
• Don’t leave lights and 

appliances on unneces-
sarily. 

 
• Install a water butt for 

garden use to help 
conserve water. 

 
• Buy loose veg and 

fruit to avoid plastic. 
 
• Shop local. 
 
• Plant flowers to attract 

bees and insects 
 
The Spring project was Food 
Waste 1 and Why Compost. 
 
Composting 
 
Composting is an inexpen-
sive and a natural process 
that turns your kitchen and 
garden waste into a nutri-
ent rich food for your gar-
den and it’s easy to make. 
Research shows that almost 
half of food waste in an av-
erage rubbish bin could 

have been composted and 
it saves money, saves re-
sources, improves your 
soil, and helps reduce 
your impact on the envi-
ronment. 
 
Now is the time of year to 
make a start if you don’t 
already compost your 
garden and household 
waste .You can build your 
own bin from pallets or a 
simple frame with wire 
netting, look on garden-
ersworld.com, enter ‘how 
to build a compost bin’ in 
the search box and all in-
formation is there, or you 
can choose from a whole 
range of specially de-
signed bins available at  
DIY and garden centres or 
via Kirklees at getcom-
posting.com  

 
Choose the right site, sun-
ny and on bare soil if pos-
sible, if on a hard surface 
put a layer of paper and 
twigs or other compost at 
the bottom to help worms 
and other creatures to col-
onize, once the bin is in 
place there a few simple 
rules to follow: 
 

to make sure there is a 
good mix of green soft 
things and drier brown 
ones, the heap will heat up 
as decomposition gets un-
der way, if the waste 
seems very dry sprinkle in 
some water but don’t soak 
it, if you can it’s good to 
turn the heap every few 
weeks but this is not al-
ways possible with the 
plastic bins. In warm 
weather and with frequent 
turning compost can be 
ready in 4-6 months, but 
normally it’s best to leave 
it for a year, sit back and 
let nature take its course.  

Once your compost has 
turned into a crumbly dark 
material and gives off an 
earthy aroma you know 
it’s ready to use, don’t 
worry if it looks a little 
lumpy with twigs and bits 
of eggshell this is perfectly 
normal. Use to enrich bor-
ders and vegetable patch-
es or plant up patio con-
tainers.  

We welcome your letters 
tips and queries, please 
contact us at: 
janmoscovitch@icloud.com  
or  if you prefer to write, 
boxes are available for 
your letters at Russ Parkin-
son the butchers in Kirk-
burton, Highburton Village 
stores, the library and the 
Village Hall. 

Start in the Spring 
 
Get the mix right, place 
more woody material at 
the bottom to help air cir-
culation then add layers 
of different materials, 
combine a mixture of soft 
greens which are quick to 
rot and provide nitrogen 
and moisture - keep a 
container in the kitchen 
for vegetable and fruit 
peelings, teabags and 
eggshells and dry brown 
material which is slower 
to rot and provides fibre 
and carbon but also al-
lows air pockets to form 
which helps keep the 
heap healthy. It’s really 
important not to put 
cooked food or any of the 
items on the ‘not to com-
post list’ (below) in your 
bin as this can cause 
dense wet compost, can 
attract rats and flies and 
make it smell unpleasant 
too. 
 
Mix in roughly equal 
quantities, try not to let 
one material dominate 
the heap. Shred or tear up 
larger items so they will 
decompose more easily. 
Keep adding to the pile at 
regular intervals and try 

http://gardenersworld.com
http://gardenersworld.com
http://getcomposting.com
http://getcomposting.com
mailto:janmoscovitch@icloud.com
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During lockdown walking, have 
you noticed the high number of 
blocked gullies at the side of 
local roads? I certainly have 
and been amazed at the appar-
ent lack of maintenance from 
Kirklees Council. Knowing only 
too well that these play a large 
part in stopping flooding (Miry 
Lane, Holmfirth being a recent 
example - 21 January 2021), it 
has caused me much concern. I 
have investigated the matter 
and now know the policy of the 
Council - they regularly (twice a 
year) clear gullies on all major 
bus routes. All other gullies are 
done on a reactive basis/report 
from the general public. In other 
words, they are neglected. 

 
So, it's clear that it is up to us 
to report any blocked gullies 
to the Council and they will 
kindly come out and clear 
them. Wouldn't it be great to 
get all the local blocked ones 
cleared ready for next winter? 
So please make a note of the 
exact location of a problem - 
street names and house num-
bers are recognised - and get 
your reports in and let's see a 
difference. Sadly, Ordnance 
Survey grid references are of 
no use to the council. 
 
To report a blocked gully on-
line use the following link: 
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/
beta/report-a-
problem.aspx#roads-and-
highways 
 
The online form does not 
have a specific drop down for 
this issue. Select Other Re-
quest and then fill in the re-
quested details. 
 
Alternatively, you can phone 
01484 221000 to speak to a 
robot - oh, sorry - a person 
(eventually). Good luck with 
that. I would love some follow 
up on your experiences. 
 
Carole Engel, Brookfield, 
Penistone Road Kirkburton,  

Blocked Gullies 

KIRKBURTON  

NEWSAGENTS 

 

Would you like your newspaper delivering? 

Subscriptions are available on the following newspapers—a saving of up to 
30p. 

Yorkshire Post 

Times, Sunday Times 

Mail, Mail on Sunday 

Examiner 

Telegraph, Sunday Telegraph 

The i daily 

Guardian, Observer 

We also deliver all other dailies and any magazine 

Any enquiries ring 01484-604030  

Now at the former Kirkburton Hardware Shop at 

 74 North Rd Road 

We all need ENERGY in the 
home for heating, lighting, 
and cooking, for transport 
for going to school or to 
work and in manufacturing 
and business. 

Most of this energy comes 
from coal, oil, and gas, 
these are the fossil fuels. 

When these fuels are used, 
they produce a gas and 
sooty particles as well as 
the energy. The gas is 
CARBON DIOXIDE which 
goes up into the atmos-
phere where it acts like a 
blanket stopping the sun’s 
extra heat from radiating 
back into space. 

This extra heat causes the 
Earth to get hotter which is 
called GLOBAL WARMING. 
Not all parts of Earth heat 
up by the same amount, the 
land tends to heat up more 
quickly than the oceans. 
Hotter areas produce rising 
air currents, which upset the 
normal currents in the upper 
atmosphere and disturbs 
our weather this is called 
CLIMATE CHANGE. 

Meteorologists and re-
search scientists forecast 
hotter, wetter, and windier 
weather, these are the EX-
TREME WEATHER 
EVENTS which are happen-
ing all over the world now, 
breaking previous records 
all the time. They also pre-
dict that we will reach a TIP-
PING POINT where it will 
be impossible to reverse 
these effects. 

People, plants, and animals 
are adapted to the places in 
which they live.  As climate 
change takes effect crops 
fail, the icecaps melt, and 
storms become more fre-
quent. When crops fail the 
less able are left at home 
and the young leave and 
become migrants. The melt-

ing of the ice causes sea 
levels to rise and people 
must leave low lying areas 
near the sea. 

The storms cause damage 
to property so there are 
FINANCIAL OUTCOMES, 
the repair bills put up costs 
and insurance premiums 
go up.  Economists have 
calculated that it is cheap-
er to stop burning fossil 
fuel now than to leave it for 
the future. 

Governments the world 
over accept that climate 
change is happening and 
that it is happening today, 
that is why we are asked 
to reduce our energy use 
and turn to more renewa-
ble forms of energy which 
are not so polluting. 

Governments, countries, 
and people find it difficult 
to change but thank good-
ness the young have got 
the message and hopefully 
will drag the rest of us to 
where we ought to be be-
fore its too late. 

What is Climate 

Change?  

A guide to terminology 
 

https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/report-a-problem.aspx#roads-and-highways
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/report-a-problem.aspx#roads-and-highways
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/report-a-problem.aspx#roads-and-highways
https://www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/report-a-problem.aspx#roads-and-highways
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clip+art+newspapers&id=29EE34510ECA04569FF5E9346EF23EA3C0D4347F&FORM=IQFRBA
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Bees are a common sight 
in our gardens, unmistak-
able with their yellow 
and black striped bodies. 
But not everyone might 
realize how important 
these small insects are to 
humans. Unfortunately, 
bees are in severe decline 
and if they become ex-
tinct our planet will be in 
trouble. Honeybees are 
essential for a third of our 
food. A major benefit to 
our health and economy 
arises from honeybees 
pollinating our crops. 
Honeybees can pollinate 
over 600 different species 
of plant, including 70 
crops. In the UK, honey-
bees are estimated to be 
worth £450 million to the 
agricultural economy. 
 
There are a few reasons 
bees are disappearing 
including: loss of habitat, 
use of pesticides, climate 
change & invasive spe-
cies. We won’t delve into 
these subjects here, in-
stead let's focus on what 
we can do to help the 
bees!  We can do things in 
our own gardens to help 
the bees, and they aren’t 
expensive and don’t re-
quire any skills. If we 
looked at all the gardens 
in Highburton and Kirk-
burton together, there is a 
lot of potential land that 
we could use to make a 
difference to our pollinat-
ing insects 

 
1 .  Gr ow f lower s : 
We can fill our gardens 
with bee friendly flow-
ers. Not only will the 
bees love them, but it will 
draw other pollinating 
insects in too (and it 
looks pretty)  Here’s 
some flowers you could 
sow directly into your 
soil over the next few 
weeks: 
 
*Poppies  
*Cornflowers  
*Sunflowers 
*Wildflower Seed Mixes 
*Ox Eye Daisies 
*Foxgloves (sow this year 
flower next)   
*Cosmos  
*Nasturtiums  
 
Seeds are easy to pick up 
from supermarkets or 
garden centres and nor-
mally only cost a couple 
of pounds. All the above 
seeds can be sown direct-
ly into soil or plant pots 
with no need for special 
treatment in greenhouses 
etc. So even if you only 
have a windowsill, you 
could still grow a small 
window box of flowers 
and the bees will love it. 
 
Friends of the Earth do 
Bee saver kits for a small 
donation, these include a 
helpful information pack 
and seeds to sow. You 
could send off for your 
own here: 
 

 h t t p s : / /
f r iend sof theear th .uk/
bees/donate-save-britains
-bees-get-your-bee-saver-
kit-today 
 
2. Avoid using pesticides 
and weedkillers - Weed 
killers and pesticides are 
very harmful to bees. Re-
search alternative natural 
ways to control the pests 
in your garden. 
 
3. Create Bee Houses - 
These can be purchased 
from shops, and bees use 
them to lay eggs in and 
hibernate in. It’s also easy 
to make your own using 
bamboo canes cut down 
and placed in a frame or 
an old plant pot, or drill-
ing holes into logs. 
 

4. Help a Bee in need - If you 
see a Bee on the ground and 
it's not moving much it might 
benefit from a little helping 
hand. Just mix two table-
spoons of granulated sugar 
with one tablespoon of wa-
ter and place it near the bee 
for it to have a drink. 
 
5. Get involved in Burton En-
vironment Group - Burton 
Environment Group (BEG) 
have been planting flowers 
and wildflowers around the 
villages. There are further 
plans to plant more wild-
flowers in the village soon. 
One way you can help is do-
nate a couple of hours of 
your time and come along 
and help BEG with these 
projects. 

All about Bees 
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Bee illustrations by Sheila Goodwill 

A moment of mindfulness from 

Burton Environment Group (BEG) 

Both children and adults can enjoy adding colour to this image - 
use your pencils, pens or paints – you could even use collage or 

make a bee sculpture out of recycled materials. It would be lovely 
to see your results on our Facebook page.  

 

Totties—plant of the moment  

 

Camellia rosthorniana ‘cupido’  

This beautiful hardy camellia suitable for growing in your 
garden or in a pot. This evergreen blooms through March 
to May producing splendid white flowers and then beau-
tiful red young leaves. Height 150cm width 70cm. Does not 
require pruning. Likes shade or semi shade. 

See the Spring gardening tips from Totties Nursery on 
page 14 
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All  

Hallows 

Church 

Churchyards are loved places and they are full of 
magic. They are full of history, of stories, of tears 
and of laughter. Despite their association with 
death, they resonate with life and memory. There 
are echoes of lives lived and lost but not forgotten.  

The golden cockerel back in position on top 
of All Hallows Church (photo Ian Gunson) 

‘Volunteers don’t get paid, not because they are worthless, 
but because they are priceless’  Sherry Anderson 

All Hallows Church, Kirk-
burton wants to share the 
precious history of a place 
well-loved but in need of 
ongoing tender loving care 
with our community and 
beyond. The graveyards 
are a place of peace and 
sanctuary but they are also 
full of life and future prom-
ise. Visitors are always 
welcome but so are help-
ers.  
 
This year the Church hopes 
to launch an ‘Adopt a 
Grave’ project. The aim is 
to enlist volunteers, young 
or old, to help maintain and 
revitalise the graves and 
the churchyard. The Church 
has already been given the 
Green Flag Award which 
reflects the hard work and 
commitment of the Grave-
yard team but we can do 
so much more.  
 
As we prepare to launch 
the scheme we are looking 
to recruit a liaison officer to 
work with the Church, the 
Graveyard team and the 
Adopt a Grave project. This 
needs someone with com-
mitment, vision and enthusi-
asm to bring our ideas to 
life. There are so many fac-
ets to a graveyard: it’s flo-
ra and fauna, ecosystems, 
local history and family sto-
ries, genealogy which 
spreads its tendrils world-
wide, archaeology, land 
husbandry, planting and 
design and many more.  
 
People with the talents we 
need live on our doorstep. 

Please take the first step 
and volunteer to become 
involved with the future 
of All Hallows and its 
Churchyards. If this 
strange year of lockdown 
has done anything it has 
made us aware of what is 
just outside our door.  It 
has made us look again 
at all those special places 
close by, revisit old 
haunts and discover new 
ones. We need a sense of 
belonging and sharing. 
All Hallows’ has a history 
that goes back a thou-
sand years - let’s give it a 
future together.  
 
As you read this ask 
yourself ‘could I be inter-
ested?’ ‘have I something 
to contribute?’. My an-
swer on your behalf is 
‘yes you are’ and ‘yes I 
can’, and do it. 
 
Please don’t put this to 
one side and forget that 
flash of interest. You can 
contact me at georgi-
na.dickinson@hotmail.com 
or any of the church offic-
ers posted on the notice 
board outside church if 
you are interested in the 
liaison post or just volun-
teering.  
 
I look forward to hearing 
from you.     
 
Georgina Dickinson  
 
For more information on 
this project, go to York-
shire Wildlife Trust Living 
Churchyard Project 

mailto:georgina.dickinson@hotmail.com
mailto:georgina.dickinson@hotmail.com
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Bio means life and diversity 
means variety, and the 
more biodiversity we have 
the better for the planet 
and the creatures living on 
it.  

Plants, animals and humans 
all depend on each other 
but people have the respon-
sibility to make sure the 
world can support every-
thing that lives on it.  

The web of life connects us 
all and balances support for 
plants and animals with the 
provision of food for hu-
mans, but that balance can 
be upset if changes happen 
too quickly for creatures to 
adjust. If people use the 
earth’s resources such as 
metals, crops and animals 
greedily, and dump waste 
such as plastics without 
care, biodiversity will be 
lost and our world will be-
come a sadder place. 

Test yourself with our biodi-
versity quiz. 

1. What is biodiversity? 

a) The animals that live in 
the rainforest. 

b) The creatures that live in 
your garden or yard. 

c) The rich variety of life 
that lives in every eco-
system on earth. 

2. What is interdependence 
between species? 

a) When 2 or more species 
need each other.  

b) When 2 species don’t 
want to live near each oth-
er. 

c) When young animals 
grow up and become inde-
pendent. 

3. Why do we need diversi-
ty? 

a) It gives us food to eat, 

water to drink, air to 
breathe and much more. 

b) It makes our world 
unique and a good place to 
live. 

c) All of the above. 

4. Where can you find diver-
sity? 

a) In the woods and fields 
around the village.   

b ) In our play areas and 
gardens. 

c) Everywhere. 

5. What is an invasive spe-
cies? 

a) A species the protects its 
home from intruders.  

b) A species which lands in a 
new place develops and up-
sets the natural balance. 

c) A species that migrates to 
another place. 

6. Which groups have the 
most variety of species? 

a) Plants (including trees) 

b) Arthropods (insects, spi-
ders and shellfish) 

c) Mammals (humans/
animals who give birth to 
live young) 

7. Why is biodiversity under 
threat? 

a) Destruction of habitats 

b) Introduction of non-native 
plants and animals 

c) Both of the above and 
more. 

8. What can you do to help 
save biodiversity? 

a) Reduce, re-use recycle. 

b) Protect habitats, plant 
trees, clear up litter. 

c) All of the above and 
more. 

Bees are a threatened spe-
cies which we can all help. 
We need them as they polli-
nate many of the plants we 
need for food. What you 
could you do to help: 

Leave a wild area in your 
garden for nectar rich 
plants. Avoid using pesti-
cides. 

Find out about bees and 
other beneficial insects and 
how to encourage them. 

 

Answers to the biodiversity 
quiz. 

1.c  2.a 3.c 4.c 5.b 6.b 7.c 8.c 

Biodiversity—what 

does it mean? 

Spring Gardening Tips                                                                         

from Lisa Halifax 

at Totties 

We have seen a sunny and 
very dry April so make 
sure you are watering reg-
ularly. Plants usually give 
you fair warning that they 
are stressed before they 
die by turning older leaves 
yellow and dropping, or 
soft new growth wilts and 
shrivels. If you can, water 
in the morning and even-
ing.  Also ensure you feed 
your plants with the cor-
rect plant food. Plants in 
pots and containers need 
regular feeding, as they 
rely on what you give 
them. Plants in beds and 
borders can take the nutri-
ents from the garden soil 
and may not need feeding. 
Ornamental trees and 
shrubs in garden soil may 
not need regular feeding 
with fertiliser. Fruit, vegeta-
bles and bedding plants 
will also benefit from regu-
lar fertiliser.  
 
We have also seen many 
evening frosts I hope you 
have protected your bed-
ding plants and seedlings.  
Plants grown from seed 
can be hardened off at the 
end of May by leaving 
them outside, gradually 
increasing the periods of 
time. Begin with the warm-
est part of the day and 
build up to overnight.  
 
Also protect new fruit tree 
blossoms with fleece to en-
sure that they bear fruit 
come the summer and au-
tumn. Now is also a good 
time to mulch your fruit 
trees with compost to pro-
vide them with the nutri-
ents and minerals they 
need for a productive sea-
son. Remove weeds and 
give the tree a good water.  
 
Last issue we talked of get-
ting started with seeds; 
both vegetables and flow-
ering plants hopefully you 
are seeing some results, 
also chitting potatoes and 
growing some of your own 
fruits and vegetables.  We 
are seeing continued 
growth in new gardeners 

enjoying and making the 
most of their outdoor space 
at home. Remember you can 
sow in the garden, containers 
or window boxes so any 
amount of space you can 
have a go. It’s not too late to 
plant more vegetables includ-
ing chillies, peppers, toma-
toes.  
 
It’s National Children’s Gar-
dening Week from 29 May to 
6 June so let’s get the kids 
and grandkids involved in 
the garden. Kids also love 
arts and crafts; why not try 
making a bird feeder or dec-
orating a plant pot? Visit 
h t t p s : / /
www.childrensgardeningwe
ek.co.uk/fun-things-to-do/ 
 
Now is the time to get your 
lawn looking its best - apply 
a high nitrogen summer lawn 
fertiliser to encourage a 
healthy-looking lawn. Repair 
patches using seed or fresh 
turf. Tackle the moss and get 
to the bottom of what is caus-
ing it. Moss is often a result of 
poor growing conditions 
caused by climatic factors, the 
environment or poor lawn 
care. By improving the health 
of the lawn, moss can be 
kept at bay. Get mowing but 
don't cut it too short, aim to 
cut no more than the top 
third of the leaf, alter the di-
rection of cut if possible and 
remove the clippings.  
 
In June make sure you keep 
on top of weeds with regular 
hoeing. Prune summer flow-
ering shrubs and stake tall 
and floppy plants. Also clip 
Buxus hedging and topiary.  
 
Through the summer make 
sure you are deadheading as 
this results in bushier growth 
and second flowering. Taking 
off withered flowers from it 
diverts energy from seeding 
into producing more flower 
bulbs. You can also lift and 
divide overcrowded bulbs, 
bluebells and snowdrops but 
wait until the leaves have 
turned yellow.  
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Our weekly Zoom meet-
ings have continued each 
Friday over the lockdown 
period, with up to twelve 
members joining the discus-
sions. One of our most tal-
ented researchers has 
spent a great deal of time 
investigating historical files 
in the local newspapers to 
find articles relevant to 
Kirkburton and the sur-
rounding area.  

These have given a fasci-
nating insight into the life 
of our community around 
the second half of the nine-
teenth century. The number 
of pubs and ale houses in 
the village at that time was 
incredible.   

Our ancestors certainly 
seemed to find plenty to 
do without the distraction 
of the television.  

As well as the usual group 
of members, we now 
have an ex-Kirkburton 
resident who left the vil-
lage to live in Malta; he 
heard about the meetings 
from our Facebook page 
and now joins in the Zoom 
sessions most Fridays. It is 
great to see him, but a lit-
tle bit disappointing as his 
weather always seems to 
be better than ours. 

We have spent some time 
during the lockdown re-
visiting our website 
www.kirkburtonhistorygr
oup.co.uk, which was orig-
inally set up as part of the 
National Heritage Lottery 
Grant we received in 2014, 
and the group feels that 
the time is now right for 
the site to be updated.   

 

We have a lot of new ide-
as and the plan is to sit 
down with the brilliant 
team at Mindlabs on 
North Road, once Covid 
restrictions are eased, to 

give it a complete makeo-
ver.  

As part of this update, can 
we please repeat the 
plea from the last Burton 
Bulletin for any suitable 
family pictures or memo-
rabilia relevant to Kirk-
burton or Highburton that 
we could share through 
the medium of the web-
site. 

Please remember that an-
yone with an interest in 
local history can join in 
our meetings and either 
take an active role in the 
projects, or simply act just 
as an observer.  

Whichever is appropriate, 
you will be made very 
welcome.  

 At the moment, our 
weekly meetings are held 
via Zoom, but we hope to 
be back at Kirkburton Li-
brary every Friday morn-
ing once Kirklees Council 
allows the group meet-
ings to restart. 

Part of a procession during the 1953 Coronation celebrations 
outside the Rose and Crown Inn at the junction of Slant Gate 
and North Road, Kirkburton.  Photograph courtesy of KHG 
member, Jenny Sykes. 

  Please ring for 
opening hours 

http://www.kirkburtonhistorygroup.co.uk
http://www.kirkburtonhistorygroup.co.uk
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GREAT NEWS 

SHELLEY 

GALA  

 

will take place 

on   

 

SUNDAY 11 

JULY 

Shelley 

Cricket 

Club 

1:30-4pm  

Covid restrictions 

permitting 

 

Add this date 

to your  

calendar 
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The Village Hall   Northfield Lane 

Highburton   HD8 0QT 

Tel: 07743351073 / 01484 606065 

www.burtonoutofschool.club 
burtonoutofschoolclub@gmail.com 

Opening Hours - Term Time: - 7.30– 9am and 3.30—6.00pm 

Opening Hours – Holiday Club: -   8am – 6pm 

It is with regret that due to 
Covid we lost the venue for 
our second club. Unable to 
secure a suitable alternative, 
sadly we had to say good-
bye to all the Kirkburton First 
and Middle school children 
and families. Thank you for 
all your support in the past. 
We hope you've all been 
well over the last year. 
 
At present we also have re-
duced usage of the Village 
Hall, with children unable to 
access the large hall until 
4pm. They have adapted bril-
liantly, either playing outside 
or taking their snack in the 
small room, but we are all 
very much looking forward 
to returning to normal on 21 
June, when we can use the 
large hall all evening and 
have access to all our equip-
ment. 
 
Kelly and two other commit-
tee members have stepped 
down as their children no 
longer attend the club. A big 
thank you for all their efforts 
over the last few years and 

welcome to Claire Linley and 
three new members who 
will continue to help steer 
the club through these diffi-
cult times. 
 
Finally, Angela is due to re-
tire after working at the club 
for 14 years. Please join us in 
wishing her all the best for 
the future. Her replacement 
is Victoria Green. She has 
been a playworker at the 
club for a few years now so 
is already known to the chil-
dren, parents and staff. We 
wish her well in her new 
post.  
 
Thank you to all the parents 
and children that have used 
or helped to run this facility 
over the past 14 years. Over 
the years BOSC has provid-
ed many families with an 
important service, which 
wouldn't be possible without 
your support. Thank you. 
We look forward to return-
ing to normal with you all 
soon. 

Gwen Lodge  
1935-2021 

Gwen with her son James celebrating her 80th birthday 

It is with sadness that the 
Bulletin team report the 
sudden yet peaceful death 
of Gwen Lodge, on 1  Febru-
ary this year. She proudly 
used to declare her age, she 
would have been 86 on the 
first of July. The Kirkwood 
report (see page 18) refers 
to her massive contribution 
she made there, but there 
were other aspects of Kirk-
burton life where she had a 
great impact.  

She originally lived down 
Far Bank with her husband 
Clive, then moved to the 
Hallas many years ago, 
where she had two sons, 
James and Edward, and 
where she was very sadly 
widowed. James lives in 
Gothenburg, Sweden and 
works in transport, and Ed-
die lives in Kendal and runs 
a fish and chip shop. She 
was a devoted grandma to 
three grand-daughters. 

Whatever Gwen did, she 
did well, with gusto and en-
thusiasm, whether it was at 
the Hospice, the Library, or 

the Church, often reading 
the lesson.  It is doubted 
that there will be many 
other 80-odd year olds 
modelling for the Hos-
pice, the local shop Al-
mond, and the church, at 
fashion shows, when she 
would proudly strut her 
stuff, looking quite the 
professional. 

She was a brilliant baker 
and any coffee morning 
would have traybakes 
and cakes contributed by 
Gwen. One of her reci-
pes, Weetabix cake fea-
tured in an early edition 
of the bulletin. Arthritis 
stopped crafting activi-
ties a while ago, but she 
still loved doing cross-
words and reading local 
papers. She loved walk-
ing, attending the local 
gym and did Pilates. 

The whole village will 
miss one very smart lady 
who certainly made a 
difference.   KIRKBURTON HARDWARE STORE  

http://www.burtonoutofschool.club
mailto:burtonoutofschoolclub@gmail.com
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KKKirkwood 

We were so very excited 
that shops selling non-
essential goods, like ours, 
were allowed to re-open 
on Monday 12 April. At 9 
am the metal shutters 
slowly went up and we 
were able to welcome 
back our loyal customers 
and volunteers. It seemed 
that normality was at last 
returning to North Road, 
Kirkburton. This lockdown 
was so much harder than 
the last one and it was 
great to see and talk to 
people we had not seen 
for a couple of months.  
 
From the amount of dona-
tions we have been re-
ceiving, we know every-
one has had a good clear 
out, and we are trying to 
accept donations on a dai-
ly basis. Sometimes we 
can only accept a couple 
of bags. If you're planning 
on dropping off your do-
nations, please give the 
Kirkburton team a call 
ahead of your visit to 
make sure we have ca-
pacity to accept your 
items. Thank you for un-
derstanding. 
 
Whilst in lockdown the 
left-hand corner of the 
shop has been treated for 
damp. New carpet tiles 
have been laid and it has 
made a much larger area 
for our vast library of 

books, DVDs and CDs. We 
h o p e  t h i s  w o r k 
has created an improved 
shopping experience for 
our customers and do-
nors. If you haven't visit-
ed us yet, please drop in 
and check it out. 
 
The Kirkwood will be 
opening a brand-new fur-
niture store in Mirfield. (It 
was a bathroom show-
room and shares a car-
park with Speights Light-
ing and the Oxfam shop.) 
We have been told by the 
manager of the Mold-
green Furniture Store, 
John Matthews, that the 
shop is being stocked as 
this article is being writ-
ten.  
 
We don't have a date for 
the opening yet, but as 
soon as we do we will let 
you know. 
 

GWEN LODGE 
 
On a very sad note, we 
were shocked and sad-
dened to hear of the 
sudden death of the 
lovely Gwen Lodge in  
February. She was such 
a massive character, 
contained in a petite and 
energetic body. I know 
she will be missed tre-
mendously by all who 
knew her.  
 
I first met Gwen when I 
started volunteering at 
the small hospice shop 
that was the Halifax 
Bank. Gwen was al-
ways " front of house" 
on the till and would 
"advise" customers on 
what would suit them. 
She would definitely 
give you a straight an-
swer to " Does this suit 
me?" Usually with a full 
explanation whether it 
was a yes or a no.  
 
Sometimes her direct ap-
proach had me in stitch-
es and I would dive up-
stairs to control a fit of 
laughter. It was never a 
dull moment when 
Gwen was on the till. 
  
Gwen was always im-
maculately turned out. 
She did not mind saying, 
"Well I bought this little 
outfit from here" or "I 
have had this for years." 
Gwen readily volun-
teered as a model when 
our shop held a fashion 
show at The Hub. She 
could change outfits in a 
flash, revealing a very 

small thong. My under-
wear was more the Brid-
get Jones type and I can 
still hear Gwen saying "Oh 
no! You need to wear 
thongs with trousers....no 
nasty lines and bulges." 
How I loved Gwen's wit 
but sadly I never did fol-
low her advice on that one. 
Comfort first for me. 
  
Gwen loved her holidays 
abroad particularly in sun-
ny climes. One year we 
both ended up in Egypt. 
Gwen was there for a fort-
night and I was there for a 
week. After comparing 
flights, we thought the 
chances of meeting up 
were slim. Guess what? 
Gwen's flight was delayed 
big time and we met her in 
the airport. She should 
have departed well before 
we arrived at the airport. 
That year there had been a 
few shark attacks and 
Gwen informed me that it 
did not stop her swimming 
in the sea. Why was I not 
surprised and what shark 
would be foolish enough 
to attack her? 
  
Gwen always had a birth-
day bash on 1 July and I 
thank her for always invit-
ing me. I can't believe that 
this will never happen 
again. I would have put 
money on her reaching a 
100. Gwen, I will be raising 
a glass or two this July in 
memory of a fantastic hu-
man being.  
 
Sleep tight beautiful lady. 
 
Anna Maria Boden 
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Letters 
We want to hear your views, comments and suggestions. No personal attacks, unpaid-for product, services or party-political pro-

motion (you can deliver your own leaflets). Where political points are made (however subtly), to ensure balance, we will ask other 

parties to put their view. We will even consider publishing your letters anonymously (as long as you tell us your name and ad-

dress). We do, however, reserve the right to edit any letter you send as we do not have unlimited space, so keep it short. 

FROM COUNCILLOR RICH-
ARD SMITH 
 
Speeding remains a concern 
in our area. It was good to 
see action from younger res-
idents in the form of posters 
along North Road. I have 
regular conversations with 
the Police in our area and 
along with my Ward col-
leagues receive updates on 
a monthly basis regarding 
enforcement action. At the 
time of writing, I have just 
been informed that the Po-
lice are carrying out speed-
ing enforcement throughout 
the Ward in the coming 
weeks, including Kirkburton 
village itself. Other crime is 
below the levels we experi-
enced last year which is pos-
itive, but there are reports of 
Anti-Social Behaviour in 
some parts of Kirkburton, 
which is something the Police 
will focus on as well. Clearly 
to have regular conversa-
tions and updates from the 
Police is positive and we are 
lucky to have a Police team 
who are so responsive to 
our requests. Myself and 
Ward colleagues will contin-
ue to pass on concerns from 
residents where concerns 
are raised.  
 
Highburton/Kirkburton Rec-
reation ground seems to 
have been due an upgrade 
for quite some time now, but 
I am pleased to report that it 
is now very close to the 
point where we will see ac-
tual work taking place on 
the ground. Obviously some 
of the Kirklees staff have 
been diverted onto other ac-
tivities during the Pandemic, 
but I am assured that very 
soon work will be able to be 
started. By the time you are 
reading this or very shortly 
afterwards I am hopeful that 
contractors will be on site to 
commence the works.  
 
Many of you will be aware 
of discussions between the 
leadership of Kirkburton 
Middle School, residents and 
Councillors regarding a 
fence around the North field. 
Following a meeting with the 
school and Ward Councillors 
we have now a commitment 

from the school that work 
is suspended and no fur-
ther work will be started 
before a proper discussion 
to find a solution “More in 
keeping” with the setting 
which is good news.  
 
On the subject of schools, 
there has also been discus-
sions about Section 106 
money, which the Council 
ask developers to pay as a 
contribution to an area 
when new developments 
take place. Regarding the 
Redrow Homes develop-
ment of 97 dwellings on 
Burton Acres Lane, High-
burton under planning ap-
plication 2016/93688, I can 
confirm that the agreed 
section 106 contribution to-
wards education has been 
collected in full from this 
developer. The process for 
allocating available devel-
oper contributions starts 
with the identification of a 
basic need for additional 
school places. Options to 
address this need are then 
explored with local 
schools. Whilst this money 
is collected there is, poten-
tially, a long lead in time to 
it being spent as the hous-
es need to be built and oc-
cupied before any assess-
ment can be made about 
the final impact of school 
places at any one particu-
lar school. That money is 
held in a ring-fenced re-
serve until such time as it is 
needed.  
 
At this time there is no evi-
dence of a basic need for 
additional school places as 
there are sufficient school 
places in this area. The evi-
dence base can be found at 
the following link: https://
www.kirklees.gov.uk/beta/
s c h o o l s / p d f / s e c u r i n g -
s u f f i c i e n t - s c h o o l -
places17.pdf . The impact of 
housing developments on 
local school places is not 
always immediate so, offic-
ers continue to monitor the 
position.  
 
Best wishes  
Cllr Richard Smith 
Kirkburton Ward  

DON’T BE IDLE 

A little girl called Ella Adoo 
Kissi died following an asth-
ma attack in 2013.  

An inquest held in Decem-
ber 2019 found that air pollu-
tion was a significant con-
tributory factor. Ella lived 
near a busy road. 

Walking past the first and 
middle schools in Kirkbur-
ton and Highburton, I have 
sometimes noticed parked 
cars with their engines 
idling, waiting for the chil-
dren to come out of school. 
The children walking past 
are walking through their 
exhaust fumes.  

An obvious solution is to 
turn the engine off while 
waiting. Better still, walk to 
and from school if possible.  
It is Walk to School Week 
from 17 to 21 May. Why not 
make a start then? 

Deirdre Cashin 

AN APOLOGY 

February’s edition of the 
Bulletin had just been de-
livered and, not for the 
first time, I was soon com-
menting to my wife that 
“you get a lot more inter-
esting information in ‘ere 
than you do in any aver-
age edition of the Hud-
dersfield Examiner, or on 
the BBC’s News”. and no 
sooner had I gone on to 
say “accurate and honest 
stuff too”, when I got to 
page 28….. and groaned. 

Page 28 comprised the 
‘Quiz about Huddersfield 
and some Famous Resi-
dents’ that I’d submitted a 
few weeks previously to 
one of the Bulletin’s edi-
tors, Pat Shaw. And, as I 
checked the answer to its 
very first question, I was 
red-faced with embarrass-
ment. Because Question 
number 1 enquired “At 
which secondary school 
was Huddersfield born 
Prime Minister Harold Wil-
son educated”; and, for 
heaven’s sake, the answer 
supplied at the bottom of 
the page was “Colne Val-
ley Grammar School”. Oh 
dear. 

My Auntie Eileen had been 
at school at the same time 
as Harold and so, for most 
of my life, I’d known the 
great man had enjoyed a 
fine start to his life by at-
tending Royds Hall. So, 
surely, I couldn’t have got 
this wrong; could I? I 
switched on my word pro-
cessor and the truth was 
“yes I could”. 

And worse still, even be-
fore the quiz had arrived 
at question number 1, now 
I spotted an even more 
astonishing mistake; being 
a sub-headline claiming 
the quiz had been 
“Compiled by Andrew 
Pearce of Northfield 
Lane”. The problem here 
was that, although I once 
was a resident of this road 
(alongside Highburton Vil-
lage Hall) this had been 
between 1986 and 1994. And, 
for the last nine years, 
with my wife Linda, I’ve 

been fortunate indeed to 
be a resident of Northwood 
Park, Kirkburton.       

My wife wasn’t remotely 
surprised by my double 
gaffe (she knows me too 
well); but Pat Shaw (quite 
rightly) requested (in fun) a 
written apology and so 
here it is… “Ever so sorry 
readers and neighbours. In 
future I will definitely try, 
much harder, to get my 
facts correct.” 

Yours Sincerely, 

Andrew Pearce  

(Trainee quizmaster) 
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MP’s report 

Mark Eastwood MP 

Visiting new business Joy’s on North Road Kirkburton 

At this moment I feel it im-
portant to start my report 
by reflecting on the sad 
news of the death this 
week of Prince Philip. He 
has been an exemplary 
public servant and a great 
support to the Queen dur-
ing her reign. His influence 
and legacy is widespread 
here and across the Com-
monwealth.  However I 
suspect one of his greatest 
legacies will  be the Duke 
of Edinburgh Awards 
scheme. I know from visits 
to schools and talking with 
students and young people 
how much they valued tak-
ing part in the activites or-
ganised by the Scheme 
and the skills and experi-
ences they gained. I am 
sure his loss will be felt 
much wider than just with-
in his own family and he 
has set the standard high 
for other members of the 
family to aspire to. 
 
I felt it right that as a mark 
of respect all political activ-
ities ceased once the sad 
news was released and 
whilst his funeral will be a 
quieter affair due to Covid, 
I am sure many people will 
take the time to reflect on 
his long service to the 
country. Once the official 
mourning period is over, 
normal activities will re-
sume and of course we 
have elections in early 
May, both for local Coun-
cils and to elect the first 
West Yorkshire Mayor. I 
hope everyone will use 
their vote, clearly I will be 
supporting Richard Smith 
in his re-election, but how-
ever you choose to vote I 
do hope you will use it. 
 
I have been liaising closely 
with Kirklees Council and 
with Minister to make sure 
that the elections can be 
held safely without putting 

people at risk. We may 
see limits in how many 
people can enter a polling 
station at once and people 
may need to queue in a 
socially distanced way 
outside at busy times, but 
these seem sensible pre-
cautions. I am sure we can 
hold these elections safely 
and would encourage you 
all to use your vote and 
have your say. 
 
We still have Covid with 
us but the numbers of in-
fections are coming down 
and now that we have 
largely completed the vac-
cinations of the most vul-
nerable groups I am 
pleased to see that the 
numbers being hospital-
ised and those sadly dy-
ing are greatly reduced. 
There was a worry that 
schools reopening would 
lead to a rise again in 
numbers but thankfully 
this has not occurred and 
as the numbers who have 
been vaccinated increases, 
so one would hope that 
the risk recedes. I do think 
this twin track approach 
of making vaccines availa-
ble as widely as possible 
whilst tentatively easing 
the lockdown is the right 
one to make sure we do 
not see numbers rise 
again. 
 
I am writing this update 
on the day that has see a 
further relaxation of re-
strictions with Retail, Pubs, 
Restaurants and hair-
dressers and other ser-
vices reopening and I am 
looking forward to having 
my first pint outside a pub 
this evening and will be, 
over the coming days, 
checking with local busi-
nesses that have reo-
pened to see how the new 
restrictions are working 
for them.    

I was pleased several 
weeks ago to attend the 
opening of a new business 
here in Kirkburton with Cllr 
John Taylor.  Joy’s Coffee 
Shop on North Road is a 
welcome new addition to 
the village and I wish them 
every success and can cer-
tainly vouch for the quality 
of the coffee. 
I have also been liaising 
with your local ward Coun-
cillors and local residents 
about concerns which have 
been raised with me about 
the proposals from the Mid-
dle School to fence off the 
land surrounding the 
school. I understand how 
concerned people who live 
locally have been but at the 
same time understand the 
school’s need to ensure 

that students are safe at all 
times whilst in their care. I 
was glad to be able to en-
gage with the school and 
am pleased that the pro-
posals for the field to the 
north of the school have 
been paused whilst an al-
ternative, such as hedging 
which was suggested by 
Cllrs Richard Smith and 
John Taylor when they met 
with the school, is being 
looked at.  These are al-
ways difficult issues and I 
am hopeful that a compro-
mise that suits all parties 
can be found. 
Personally I am looking 
forward to being able to 
return to Westminster in 

person.  Whilst I have 
been able to ask ques-
tions, play a full part in 
debates and attend com-
mittee meetings, doing this 
via video link is not the 
same.  
 
Being in the House gives 
me far more opportunities 
to buttonhole Ministers on 
issues I wish to raise and 
to share ideas and work 
on campaigns with col-
leagues. 
 
I am also looking forward 
to the time when I will be 
able to welcome constitu-
ents to the Houses of Par-
liament, I did manage to 
welcome a group of Shel-
ley College students be-
fore Covid and hope more 

of you will take up the 
offer to visit the House in 
the future. I also hope 
that this Summer I will be 
able to get to meet many 
more of you as village 
life starts to resume and 
hopefully there will be 
events through the Sum-
mer that I will be able to 
attend. If  you would like 
me to come to any events 
which you are planning, 
please do get in touch. 
 
You can email me at: 
mark.eastwood.mp@parli
ament.uk or phone 
01924939007 
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Betty Wragg celebrated her 
100th birthday on the 2 March 
2021.  Although she was reluc-
tant to contact The Bulletin, 
friends and her daughter, 
Barbara, thought that her life 
should be celebrated with an 
article about her. 

There have been three Kings, 
one Queen and 22 Prime Min-
isters in her lifetime. The 
Roaring Twenties, Flappers, 
the Charleston, The Lindy 
Hop, the Black Bottom and 
the Jazz Age all mark the 
culture of the decade when 
Betty was born. 

She was born and brought 
up in North London, near Ar-
senal Football ground. As 
most young girls of her age, 
she became a secretary, and 
her passions were swim-
ming, St John Ambulance and 
Guiding. However, with the 
onset of World War II, she 
was called up and joined the 
Royal Air Force and worked 
as a nursing orderly at 
bombing stations, working 
all over the UK, but mainly at 
Mepal, Cambridge. 

She was married to Alwyn in 
1944; a neighbour making her 
wedding dress. She told me 
the story of a bomb going off 
in the street outside the 
house where 50 home-made 
trifles were being stored for 
the wedding reception. A bit 
wobbly, but they survived.   

They had two children, Peter 
and Barbara and enjoyed 
holidays, firstly camping, 
then caravanning. In the 1960s 
they would take the caravan 
abroad, and travelled exten-
sively, to places as far apart 
as Lisbon and Istanbul. She 
recalled making a caravan 
awning on her sewing ma-

chine, if you wanted some-
thing in those days, you 
made it yourself or did 
without. 

She was always keen on 
the Guides and rose to Divi-
sion Commissioner in Bed-
fordshire.   

Betty and her husband 
moved up to Highburton in 
the late 1960’s, where she 
still lives.  She has three 
grandchildren, Laurence, 
Antonia, and James.  

Simon her eldest grandchild 
has sadly passed away.  

She also has three great-
grandchildren, Holly, Sebas-
tian and Averie. 

Betty had 44 cards to cele-
brate her birthday, includ-
ing one from the Queen, 
and one from the Royal Air 
Force, along with flowers, 
chocolates and biscuits. I 
think there will be more cel-
ebrations once we are out 
of lockdown. 

Congratulations and have a 
wonderful 101st year. 

100 Years Young 

Betty in her RAF days 

Betty the birthday queen 



22      BURTON BULLETIN No 23, May 2021 

 

Sally Byrne on the range of 

music and creativity going 

on behind the scenes during 

this third lockdown 

Lessons have continued 
online and I decided to set 
my students the challenge 
of writing their own song. 
The aim was to write a 
song about their lockdown 
experiences and look to-
wards a brighter future.   
 
We studied the structure of 
pop songs and using the 
current songwriter Billie Ei-
lish as an example. 
 
I was so impressed with the 
creativity and enthusiasm 
for the project and many 
students have written, no-
tated, played and sung 
their own original songs. 
We will showcase these 
songs in a future concert so 
watch this space. 
 
I am also in the process of 
organising a day in a local 
recording studio. This will 
give the songwriters a stu-
dio experience and enable 
to take their song-writing to 
the next level. Exciting. 
 
Sally Byrne 

OTHER NEWS 
 
Evelyn McAvinue recent-
ly submitted an excellent 
piano piece and vocal 
song to the middle 
school talent challenge - 
well done. 
 
Ewan Plumb recently 
achieved his Blue Peter 
badge for his dedication 
to his practise and his 
achievements in his pi-
ano playing. Here is Ew-
an displaying the famous 
badge. 

LOOKING FOR RAINBOWS 

Song lyrics by Eleanor Wood 

When it rains look for rainbows 
When it’s dark look for stars 
And wherever you are 
No matter how far apart 
We’ll still be together 
We’ve had some storms  
along the way 
We’ve had to be really strong  
Missing my friends every day 
Hoping it won’t be long 
Red and yellow, pink and green 
Months apart we have been 
Orange, purple and blue 
You’re missing me, I’m missing 
you 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to complete and return  the 
questionnaire on page three about the 

design of the road signs for the en-
trance to the villages 
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Martin Ward on Electric Cars 
Martin has amused us over the last two issues…  

but this time, he gets serious 

If you think the idea of 
electric vehicles is a new 
idea, think again. The use 
of electric batteries to pow-
er cars can be traced back 
to the 1830’s. English inven-
tor Thomas Parker, who 
was responsible for many 
innovations such as electri-
fying the London Under-
ground, overhead tram-
ways in Liverpool and Bir-
mingham and smokeless 
fuel “Coalite”, built the first 
production electric car in 
Wolverhampton in 1884. 
Electric Taxis were used in 
many cities in the early 
1900’s, including New York 
and London, and were af-
fectionately known as 
“Hummingbirds” due to 
the noise they made.  
 
Early electric cars were 
used by the rich and fa-
mous as they preferred 
them for ease of use as 
they didn’t need the 
‘starter-handle’ that petrol 

cars required. The begin-
ning of the end of early 
electric cars was due to the 
invention of the electric 
starter motor, many car 
manufacturers bought into 
the idea, and within a few 
years, petrol powered cars 
became popular and much 
cheaper...but electric vehi-
cles were still used, as 
many of you will remem-
ber the electric milk float 
that were used mainly in 
the 1950’s & 60’s and some 
are still being used today. 
 
So, move on to 2021, and the 
fourth or fifth incarnation 
of electric cars, Govern-
ments around the world 
need to reduce emissions 
from petrol and diesel vehi-
cles.  
 
Over the past few years, I 
have driven many electric 
cars over the whole range, 
they are brilliant to drive, 
quick and full of technolo-

gy.  I will give just one ex-
ample of my experiences 
with one car, a MINI Elec-
tric I had on test from the 
manufacturer. I had to 
charge it from a plug near 
my front door, meaning I 
couldn’t shut the door, so 
couldn’t charge it at night. 
After around twelve hours 
it was full, but only a 
range of 96 miles. I had to 
go to Manchester airport - 
you have to work out the 
shortest route - the one 
where you use least elec-
tric. I went over Saddle-
worth Moor, past Dove-
stone Reservoir, around 38 
miles. It used a lot of your 
battery going up the hills, 
but does self-charge going 
downhill. On arrival at the 
airport, I had 54 miles left - 
should be OK but what if 
those hills use too much? - 
a concern as there are no 
charging points on this 
route. I did make it back 
home, with 9 miles to 
spare. So, you spend near-
ly £30,000 on a car that does 
96 miles. 
 
The cost of charging is not 
cheap anymore, if you use 
Motorway service stations, 
it can work out more than 
petrol or diesel. The cheap-
est option is to charge at 
home, but as I walk round 
Kirkburton and Highbur-
ton, I can see many houses 
where this would be im-
possible, as getting a cable 
to the car is just not possi-
ble. 

 
The current Government 
has said that by 2030 all 
new cars sold in the UK 
must be electric, making us 
the only Country in the 
world to have these regu-
lations. I cannot see this 
happening; it will be de-
layed until more countries 
have the same approach. 
There will be nothing to 
stop a new car buyer, go-
ing to another country to 
buy a car, such as Ireland. 
 
Is the electric car the fu-
ture? I think probably not. 
They do have a place, and 
will be popular by many 
drivers, but will not be fa-
voured by a lot, but at least 
there should be a choice. 
 
Infrastructure needs to im-
prove massively and the 
UK will need many more 
thousands of charging 
points, and at a sensible, 
affordable price. 
 
The electric vehicle has 
failed before, for various 
reasons, and this time 
around will be no different, 
something will happen to 
make them either unsala-
ble or unusable, and histo-
ry will repeat itself, may-
be...? 
 
Martin Ward   
    
If you have any comments 
on this contentious issue, 
please contact me (or con-
tact The Bulletin – Ed) 
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Going electric—another view 

We bought our Renault 
Zoe just over two years 
ago and can’t envisage 
ever going back to the old 
ways.   Trading in our 
much-loved elderly Volvo 
diesel wasn’t easy but the 
£5,000 scrappage fee com-
bined with government 
and company discounts 
brought down the Zoe’s 
cost by more than a third. 

This included a fitted home 
charger, and its range has 
turned out to be as good 
as claimed, from 130 miles 
in winter to 180 in summer.  

The new Zoe has a 
range of up to 245 miles, 
many new electric mod-
els are at least that, and 
300+ miles will be the 
norm long before 2030. 

If need be, we can top 
up at a motorway ser-
vice station, most of 
which now have Ecotrici-
ty charge points.  An app 
gives you location and 
real-time availability 
and as we buy our do-
mestic supply from them 
(generated from renew-
ables) we pay half the 
usual roadside charge.   

The Zoe is a joy to drive 
– quiet, comfortable and 
smooth, with plenty of 
space for passengers 
and luggage.  Moreover, 
on those very rare occa-
sions when sudden ac-
celeration is necessary it 
will leave most other 
cars standing.    

In any case, that isn’t the 
point.   Up to 36,000 peo-
ple in Britain die due to 
air pollution each year, 
much of it down to vehi-
cle exhausts.   Moreo-
ver, electric cars are part 
of a global energy 
transformation which is 
still in its early stages.   
It is, though, increasing 
rapidly since fossil car-
bon energy sources are 
obsolete in an era of ac-
celerating climate break-
down.    

Despite the best efforts 
of climate deniers and 
the fossil fuel corpora-
tions, change is coming.      

Electric cars may not be 
with us long-term, with 
hydrogen and other non-
carbon sources eventually 
replacing them but, what-
ever happens, old-
fashioned petrol and die-
sel cars will be little more 
than cherished if fascinat-
ing museum pieces within 
a generation or so.      

Paul Rogers 
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Spring is definitely here 
and it’s difficult to not start 
planning and looking for-
ward to things at this time 
of year. The last year has 
been a tough one to say 
the least but as a new WI 
we battled through and 
have continued to provide 
excellent speakers for our 
members to enjoy, and this 
upcoming year is no ex-
ception.  

The new membership year 
has begun and although it 
doesn’t look as though we 
will be back in the village 
hall until September at the 
earliest, we have still got 
some amazing speakers 
for you to enjoy via Zoom.  

Our May meeting will be 
seeing us host our annual 
general meeting as well as 
a bit of a social evening 
after all the official busi-
ness has been taken care 
of.  

We are really excited to 
welcome back Hampton 
Court’s very own Sarah 
Slater, who will be telling 
us all about the ghosts that 
reside within the famous 

palace. Sarah is an amaz-
ing and very informative 
speaker who never fails 
to capture your attention. 
Those paranormal and 
history fans out there, are 
bound to enjoy this June 
meeting.  

All those gin lovers 
amongst us, and I’m sure 
there’s a few out there, 
might be interested in our 
July meeting. We have 
managed to book Mil-
dred Freeman, The Lady 
Historian, for a talk enti-
tled ‘Mother’s ruin – the 
story of gin’. She is a fan-
tastic and very entertain-
ing speaker and is sure to 
enlighten you about the 
origins and history of gin, 
which I’m sure can be en-
joyed whilst drinking 
some as well.  

 

 

Burton Belles WI — Looking Forward 

Many of us have been 
k n i t t i n g  c o l o u r e d 
squares for the Woven in 
Kirklees project, the Big 
Rainbow Knit. In June 
they are going to be 
yarn bombing the pillars 
of Huddersfield Train 
Station, this is sure to be 
a tremendous sight so be 
sure to have a visit and 
maybe try and spot your 
knitted square if you 
contributed.   

 

This Easter we treated 
our members to a small 
goodie bag, we included 
a chocolate bunny, puz-
zles and some sunflower 
seeds. I can’t wait to see 
the sunflowers popping 
up around the village 
adding a bit of cheer as 
well as a small amount 
of friendly competition.  

We are so looking for-
ward to when we can 
finally meet back in the 
village hall altogether, 

and I am sure that it will 
be a huge celebration 
with cake of course. But 
until then we will con-
tinue on with the power 
of Zoom.  

We are always happy 
to welcome new mem-
bers to the group and if 
you are interested in 
joining this lovely group 
of women then please 
get in touch. Alterna-
tively, if you would ra-
ther see what we’re all 
about before joining, 
then you’re more than 
welcome to come to a 
meeting before decid-
ing. If you would like to 
see what we up to you 
can follow us on Face-
book, our page is the 
Burton Belles Highbur-
ton and Kirkburton WI. 
We look forward to 
hopefully seeing you at 
our meetings.  

 

Sarah Sharp-Allison 

President of the Burton 
Belles WI 

 

Contact details:  

secretaryburtonbelles-
wi@outlook.com 

presidentburtonbelles-
wi@outlook.com 

mailto:secretaryburtonbelleswi@outlook.com
mailto:secretaryburtonbelleswi@outlook.com
mailto:presidentburtonbelleswi@outlook.com
mailto:presidentburtonbelleswi@outlook.com
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If you had asked this group 
in February 2020, what would 
they be doing in the coming 
year, their answer would be 
a long way away from what 
they actually did. Scrubs, 
wash bags, hearts, masks, 
memory bears and much 
more have been crafted at 
home by fingers that don’t 
like to be idle.  

All of this has been for peo-
ple working for the NHS and 
other caring professions, to 
keep them safe and make 
their busy lives a little easier 
to cope with. Other crafted 
articles which have helped 
to ease the pain for families 
who have lost a loved one. 

One of their most recent initi-
atives has been making 6” 
squares for the Big Knit. This 
is part of Woven, A Celebra-
tion of Innovation in Textiles 
across Kirklees. In June 2021 
there is going to be a ‘yarn 
bombing’ of the six grand 
pillars at the front of Hud-
dersfield Railway Station, a 
really impressive façade. 
They have asked for volun-

teers from individuals or 
groups to knit, crochet, felt 
or weave squares in any of 
the seven rainbow colours. 
Each of the six pillars will be 
decorated in a graduated 
variation of one of the rain-
bow colours – red, orange, 
yellow, green, blue, indigo 
and violet, but, the organis-
ers say – don’t expect an 
arc. 

The crafters have produced 
136 squares in all seven col-
ours, so pop along to the 
railway station between 
Saturday 5 June and Sun-
day 27 June, it should look 
very impressive. 

The crafters hope to recom-
mence their weekly meet-
ings from 21 June 21, fingers 
are crossed for this first get-
together in over 12 months. 
One project we will be 
starting on is making pop-
pies for the November Re-
membrance Service around 
the War memorial, along 
with the other, many crafty 
projects that the group en-
joy. 

Pat Shaw 

Burton Crafters Four Years Old —

HD8 Voices Choir 

 

In March HD8 ladies choir cel-
ebrated its birthday with a 
Zoom meeting, it being near-
ly twelve months since we 
have actually met. It is hard 
to believe that four years 
have passed since Liz and 
Sally had the idea of getting 
the ladies of the villages sing-
ing, and what a success it has 
been. 

In the four years, the choir 
have had charity fund-raising 
concerts. 

They have supported the 
local history group in re-
membrance services for 
Armistice Day, had vintage 
tea parties, entertained at 
the local residential home, 
supported Uniformed 
groups at their beer festi-
val, sung with a pop-up 
men’s choir for Movember 
and loads more. 

During lock-down, ensuring 
social distancing, they have 
sung outside to celebrate 
special birthdays and a re-
tirement.  

Much more than these, very 
important though they are, 
is the WhatsApp group sup-
port members have had for 
each other.  

They have sent funny mes-
sages, videos, pictures and 
helpful tips to make lock-
down a little more beara-
ble.  

We were recently entertained 
by a video on WhatsApp by 
Sally and Kitty with the 
Carole King song ‘You’ve got 
a friend’ giving a taste of 
what they will be singing in 
September when they return, 
it was absolutely gorgeous 
and made members of the 
choir feel very excited. 
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Hello, I’m Linda Downs, 
some of you might know 
of me because I have 
been posting sketches of 
local scenes on the Kirk-
burton and Highburton 
Community Facebook 
Group pages.  I must con-
fess that I am an obses-
sive sketcher and particu-
larly love working out-
doors or “en plein air” if 
I’m feeling like a proper 
artist. 

In normal times I go out 
with a group of friends to 
locations all over Kirklees 
and beyond but during 
the first period of lock-
down I started sketching 
in our own villages. There 
is so much of interest in 
our immediate vicinity 
that I have come to ques-
tion why I ever needed to 

go elsewhere. We are so 
lucky to have such beauti-
ful scenery on our door-
step, what’s not to like 
about a footpath stile, a 
lych gate ,a cobbled spi-
der alley, a babbling 
brook, a field of cows or 
sheep,  a bluebell wood, a 
rolling hill or two (or three 
or four), a really tall mast 
or even a “castle” on a 
hill?  

Then there are all those 
gorgeous buildings that 
tell the history of our sur-
roundings, the mills, the 
church and churchyard, 
the chapels, the farm-
steads, the pubs and 
shops and all the houses 
and cottages all built from 
stone quarried from our 
own village. I could sketch 
every day for a year and 
still not consider my rec-
ord finished! 

I’m absolutely certain that 
I am not the only artist liv-
ing hereabouts and I’ve 
come up with an idea to 
have a village sketch 
crawl open to anyone of 
any ability. The idea 
would be to pick a week-
end day during the sum-
mer months with a good 
weather forecast (so it 
would be a bit last minute 
obviously!) and to meet 
up as a group initially for 

a welcome briefing then 
spread out around the 
villages at various safe 
locations for some 
sketching and painting. 
At the end of the session 
we would come togeth-
er to view and photo-
graph everyone’s work 
and post the results in 
the next edition of the 
Burton Bulletin and or 
on the community web 
site.  Depending on the 
amount of interest in 
this event, we might 
consider holding two 
sessions, one in each vil-
lage or split a day be-
tween the villages. May-
be if Covid restrictions 
permit we could meet in 
an indoor venue at the 
start and end of the day.  

I would absolutely love to 
hear from you if you 
would like to take part 
and will be in touch with 
further details. You can 
contact me using my email 
a d d r e s s : 
lmdowns@hotmail.co.uk      

Kirkburton and Highburton Art Scene                                 

Linda Downs 

mailto:lmdowns@hotmail.co.uk
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I decided to move here a 
few years ago after stick-
ing a pin in a map. I am 
originally from Liverpool 
and have family there and 
also on the east coast in 
Hornsea, so wanted to find 
the best place to fit visiting 
both sides of the country. 
After sticking a pin in a 
map, roughly half way be-
tween both, fate posi-
tioned me and my family 
in Kirkburton! So we 
packed up and moved 3 
years ago now and have 
never looked back, it’s 
such a beautiful place to 
live. 

My children go to Kirk-
burton School which is 
lovely, and my wife 
works in Leeds now, so 
ideal for her commute. 
When the neighbour 
found out I was an artist, 
they commissioned me to 
do a painting of their be-
loved dog.  

Word soon got round 
and now I find myself 
painting the people and 
pets of Kirkburton and 
Highburton. Now when I 
go out, pandemic permit-
ting, I recognise the peo-
ple and pets through my 
art I have done of them.  

After researching the cot-
tage I live in, I have dis-
covered the rich history 
of the area, indeed my 
house is built on top of 
the old village well and 
there is a coin in the wall 
over 400 years old, how 
inspirational. I couldn’t 
have found a more per-
fect place to live for my 
creative mind. 

Thank you pin! 

Jay Leyland 

Jay Leyland — artist 
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Sports reports 

Great News—we are now 
open for play. 

And NOW is a fantastic time 
to join us. Our membership 
year runs from 1st April to 
31st March and we have sig-
nificantly reduced our rates 
to reflect the uncertainty 
around Covid and to take 
account of the current re-
strictions, which prevent us 
from running our full pro-
gramme of events. 

Adult membership costs on-
ly £85 for the year and £50 
for young people (16 – 25). 

Full details are available on 
our website at club-
s p a r k . l t a . o r g . u k /
GregoryFieldsTennisClub. 

So, whether you are an ab-
solute beginner, someone 
returning to the game after 
a break or an experienced 
player – GET IN TOUCH 
NOW 

We are a small and friendly 
local club at the heart of 
Highburton / Kirkburton 
and we would be absolute-
ly thrilled to see you on the 
courts, whatever your age 
or ability. 

The club has three all-
weather tarmac courts with 
floodlights, which makes it 
possible to play all year 
round. 

If you are interested in 
playing competitively, then 
we have two ladies’ teams 
and two men’s teams who 
train on Monday and Tues-
day evenings respectively. 
Unfortunately this year, we 
are unable to compete in 
our usual league matches 
but we will be playing 
‘friendlies’ against other 
local clubs. Within the club, 
we are also running a Kiwi 
League. This is a doubles 
competition with a twist, 
with players accumulating 
their own individual score. 

We also plan to hold our 
two annual tournaments – 
The Crabtree Cup in June 

and the Presidents Cup in 
September. 

If you prefer to play social-
ly, then we hold club ses-
sions on Thursday evenings 
from 6:00pm and on Friday 
mornings 10am -1pm. These 
sessions provide a great 
opportunity for members to 
come along, meet other 
players, mix in – and gener-
ally have a fun time. 

Andy Smith, our Level 4 LTA 
qualified Coach, runs an ex-
tensive coaching pro-
gramme on Sunday morn-
ings, which caters for chil-
dren aged 4 upwards. He 
also offers individual or 
group coaching for adults, 
by arrangement.  

Andy also runs a Cardio 
Tennis session for adults on 
Sundays, 1pm – 2pm which 
is open to both members 
and non-members, cost £6 / 
£7. This is a high-energy 
workout to music, with the 
opportunity to hit lots of 
tennis balls – and all abili-
ties and fitness levels are 
welcome. 

Full details of our coaching 
programme are available 
on the club’s website and 
you can contact Andy direct 
a t  a n d y s m i t h t e n -
nis@icloud.com, or call 
07876718968.   

Andy also plans to run a 
summer Sports Camp over 
the school holidays. Full de-
tails coming soon. 

Kirkburton 

Football 

Club 

The hierarchy of the Huddersfield league has decided to cancel 
the league for this season 2020-2021 – both our teams probably 
would have got promotion; the league tables below show posi-
tions before the league was cancelled. 

LEAGUE TABLES TO FEB 2021 
First Team 
1  Laund Hill FC   6  5  1  0  14  16 
2  Kirkburton    6  4  2  0  23  14 
3  Scissett    7  4  2  1  20  14 
4  Deighton    5  4  0  1  12  12 
 
Reserves 
1  Scholes A.F.C.A   8        4  2  2  7  14 
2  Kirkburton Res  7  4  2  1  6  14 
3  Linthwaite Ath  A 8  4  1  3  4  13 
4  Berry Brow A   7  3  3  1  11  12 

The league has decided that they will play the cups to finish the 
season, they will be played like a champion’s league cup, 
where division 3 and division 4 will be split into four leagues 
and play each team once, the winner of each league will play 
in the semi-final and the winner of each semi-final will play in 
the final. 

The first team have been playing in the Groom Cup. Their re-
sults so far are:  
 
Marsden won 3-0 

Grange Moor Saints drew 3-3 

Mount won 3-1 

The team have one remaining game against Flockton for a 
place in the semi-final. 

The reserves team have been playing in the Gee Cup. 

Their results were: 

Fothergill won6-3 

Berry Brow lost 3-0  

Scholes won 6-0 

The team missed a place in the semi final on goal difference. 

If there is anybody wanting to join Kirkburton AFC either to 
play or to help out please contact a committee member. Or 
through our Facebook page or twitter account 

The club would like to send their condolences to Peter Whita-
ker’s family, he sadly passed away earlier this year, R.I.P Pe-
ter. 

Bomber 
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It goes without saying that 
the last couple of years 
have been a challenge for 
the club but one we have 
embraced. As cricket has 
been limited or even post-
poned at times the commit-
tee and club have looked 
to improve facilities for 
when things can return to 
normal! 

Over the last twelvemonths 
we have renovated further 
the clubhouse, improved 
our scorebox, ensured we 
have new tables to offer 
members a safe hospitality 
area and have bigger 
plans for later in the year 
which we will share as the 

Kirkburton 

Cricket 

Club 

season develops. The plan 
is to ensure we have some 
of the best facilities in the 
town which can be a real 
credit to the club and Kirk-
burton in general.  

On the cricket front we are 
slowly returning to normal-
ity and are delighted to 
confirm Jonny Butterfield 
has again agreed to cap-
tain the first team. Equally 
exciting news Roscoe 
Thatill has been resigned as 
club professional and ar-
rived 3 weeks ago well in 
time for the first game. Ros-
coe settled brilliantly in 2019 
and topped the league bat-
ting having also missed 8 

games! At the time of 
writing we have just had 
two win in the first round 
of the new season. The 
first team beating Delph 
& Dobcross CC away and 
the second team winning 
at home to Armitage 
Bridge CC.  

The club sits are the heart 
of the community with 
many groups away from 
cricket also using our ev-
er improving facilities. In 
terms of cricket the club 
hosts fixtures up to five 
days a week in the sum-
mer months between 
April and September. Fri-
day nights see up to 100 
junior cricketers partake 
in age group training 
whilst the majority of 
their parents enjoy a well
-deserved drink. The jun-
ior section is currently the 
strongest in Huddersfield 
and something we are 
incredibly proud of. Tes-
tament to that is many of 
our juniors have pro-
gressed through to be-
come regular first and 

second team players over 
the last couple of years. 

The club is fortunate to 
have some great mem-
bers and sponsors who 
we thank so much for 
their help throughout the 
last 18 months. The club 
has a long standing rela-
tionship with a number of 
businesses in the Kirkbur-
ton area and it goes with-
out saying their support is 
invaluable and very much 
appreciated. If anyone 
would like to support the 
club please contact either 
Tom Cliffe on 07866581620 or 
M a r c u s  K e l l y  o n 
07803758278. 

We hope 2021 will be a 
great season for Kirkbur-
ton Cricket club and we 
are able to enjoy relaxed 
covid rules as the season 
goes on. We look forward 
to seeing as many locals 
as possible at Riley Park 
over the coming five 
months.  
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With our local pubs and restaurants still closed  our food critic, the Burton Diner, brings you the story of  

Liquorice and the Pontefract Cake 

Liquorice is something 
we associate with Ponte-
fract but it had a long 
history before it ever ar-
rived in Yorkshire. There 
are records of liquorice 
being consumed in the 
form of a drink by the 
Pharaohs, Romans and 
the Chinese where it was 
considered more for its 
medicinal benefits, abil-
ity to give vitality and, 
longevity. It had a prom-
inent place amongst 
worriers who used it to 
quench thirst whilst on 
the march. 
 
Originating in Asia the 
liquorice plant spread 
from the Middle East and 
into Southern Europe, 
the plant ‘Glycyrrhiza 
glubra‘ is a flowering 
plant belonging to the 
pea family, from the root 
of which a sweet, aro-
matic flavouring can be 

extracted,  the name is 
of Greek origin and 
means ‘sweet root’. 
 
Liquorice arrived in Pon-
tefract, it is thought, by 
Crusaders or monks re-
turning from the Middle 
East in around the 11th 
century. The plant likes 
deep Sandy soil and one 
of the few places where 
such growing conditions 
exists is Pontefract, it 
was too cold in York-
shire for the plants to 
flower but that didn’t 
matter because it was 
the root that was prized, 
taking five to seven 
years of growth before 
the first harvest.  
 
The sap was extracted 
and used medicinally by 
the monks for all manner 
of complaints from head-
aches, colds and coughs, 
to aiding digestion, for 
which they received a 
Royal Decree protecting 

their rights on liquorice 
root production. 
 
By 1614 the extract, ra-
ther than just being used 
as a drink, was being 
formed into small loz-
enges, these were 
stamped with an image 
of Pontefract Castle and 
were the early form of 
what would become the 
famous ‘Pontefract 
Cakes’. Around 1760 
George Dunhill, a Ponte-
fract apothecary, added 
sugar to the recipe trans-
forming liquorice from 
medicinal use into con-
fectionery. He began to 
produce what he called 
‘Pomfret Cakes‘ com-
mercially, Pomfret being 
the original Norman 
name for Pontefract. 
They were also known 
as Yorkshire pennies. 
 
Within a few years Dun-
hill’s became one of the 
most well-known early 
20th century English man-
ufacturers of liquorice, 
Pontefract had thirteen 
factories making this 
sweet and exported it 
all over the world, it 
was a major employer 
in the region, particular-
ly for women.  
 
Up until the1960’s all Pon-
tefract Cakes were 
stamped by hand by 
workers known as 
‘Thumpers’, each would 
kneed the liquorice then 
pinch off a small piece 
stamp it and the pres-
sure applied by the 
thumper formed the 
characteristic little ridge 
around the edge of each 
piece, it is estimated that 
a good thumper could 
stamp 20,000 Pontefract 
cakes a day. In 1955 pay-
ment was four old pence 
[in today’s money 2p] a 
tray with each tray hold-
ing 280 of the little black 
cakes. 
 
With so many factories 
starting in business this 
put a serious strain on 
the supply of the raw 
material grown locally, 
the demand outstripped 

the capacity of the grow-
ers to supply so by the 
late 19th century the firms 
relied mainly on extract 
imported largely from 
Turkey, the taste for liquo-
rice was in steady decline 
too and the last Ponte-
fract harvest was in 1966.  
 
After World War Two 
chocolate was fast becom-
ing the nation’s favorite 
sweet after being intro-
duced to England by 
American GI’s, and the 
industry practically disap-
peared, today there are 
only 2 factories in the ar-
ea making liquorice con-
fectionery. There is still an 
annual liquorice festival in 
Pontefract and plans to 
open a museum too as 
liquorice has played such 
an important part in the 
areas history. In 2012 a lo-
cal farmer Robert Copley 
started growing liquorice 
again with the ambition 
of bringing it back to the 
area, the products are 
available in their farm 
shop. 
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Recipe for May 

Ingredients 

• aubergines 2, sliced 
into 1/2cm-thick slices 
lengthways 

• spray oil 

• olive oil 2 tsp 

• onion 1, finely chopped 

• garlic 3 cloves, thinly 
sliced 

• chopped tomatoes 2 x 
400g tins 

• mozzarella 2 x 125g 
balls, thinly sliced 

• basil a large bunch 

• parmesan (or veggie 
alternative) or other Ital-
ian hard cheese 75g, finely 
grated 

salad to serve 

Method 

Heat the oven to 200C/fan 
180C/gas 6. Put the aubergine 
slices onto baking paper 
lined trays and spray with a 
little oil. Roast in the oven 
for 30 minutes, flipping half-
way until softened and crisp-
ing at the edges. 

Meanwhile, heat the olive oil 
in a large pan and cook the 
onion and garlic for 10 
minutes until soft, then add 
the chopped tomatoes, sea-
son, and simmer for 20 
minutes. 

In a roughly 20cm x 30cm 
baking dish, layer up the au-
bergine and sauce, and 
roughly half-way, a layer of 
half of the mozzarella, basil, 
and parmesan. Layer up the 
remaining aubergine and 
sauce, and finish with a final 
layer of mozzarella, basil 
and parmesan. 

Put into the oven for 30 
minutes or until golden and 
bubbling. Serve with a sal-
ad. 

 

Healthy Aubergine Parmigiana 

An absolute classic, made that little bit healthier by using a 
few clever tricks. It's high in protein, low in salt and calo-

ries, and delicious to boot. 

BB Book Review 

One Day by David 

Nicholls 

On St Swithin’s day, 15 July, 
1988, Emma and Dexter had 
just graduated from Edin-
burgh University. They met 
each other for the first time 
late at night at the post 
graduation party and end-
ed up back at Emma’s tiny 
shared student flat. They 
shared their hopes for the 
future. Em wanted to make 
a difference, not exactly to 
change the world but to 
change her bit of it while 
remaining true to her social-
ist ideals. She expected to 
do this through writing; nov-
els?, poetry?, plays? And 
she’s very excited at the 
prospect. Dexter wants to 
stay pretty much what he is 
already but perhaps make 
his mother proud, be rich 
and famous and have lots 
of beautiful, interesting 
women. He had made no 
plans about how this might 
be achieved. They both felt 
a strong physical attraction 
but neither of them admit-
ted it. Anyway, the timing 
was all wrong. 

 The next day they would 
go their separate ways. 
They each made a predic-
tion about how the other 
would turn out in twenty 
years time when they 
would be forty. They agreed 
to stay in touch, and check 
in with each other on St 
Swithin’s Day every year. 

 That agreement provides 
the structure for the novel 
as it tracks their lives 
through their twenties then 
thirties to when they reach 
forty.  

Their two narratives are 
cleverly interwoven against 
the backdrop of a very rec-
ognisable London in the post
-Thatcher era. The characters 
are very true to that period, 
its politics and its culture, so 
while not always likeable 
they are always believable 
as they come to terms, as we 
all do, with the fact that real 
life doesn’t always live up to 
expectations, that sometimes 
pursuing ones dreams isn’t 
compatible with being true 
to oneself. Sometimes, 
watching them go through 
this process is infuriating, 
sometimes unbearably sad.  

Through it all they remain 
firm friends. As their lives 
follow different rhythms 
they are sometimes able to 
meet more, sometimes less 
but they are always faithful 
to their agreement to catch 
up on St. Swithin’s Day. The 
dynamics of this friendship 
are beautifully portrayed. 
The banter between them is 
often laugh-out-loud funny 
and often bitter sweet at the 
real feelings that are hidden 
beneath it. The physical at-
traction remains strong but 
undeclared and the timing is 
always wrong. Until of 
course one day it isn’t. 

Thought provoking quota-
tions from a range of au-
thors at the beginning of 
each section set the scene for 
understanding that there’s 
much more to this book than 
a simple love story. It would 
make a good summer read. 
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KAKUKO— sometimes called the  numerical equiv-
alent of a crossword. Fill in the squares using num-
bers 1-9 without repeating any of the numbers in a 
vertical or horizontal line.  

SUDOKO 
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WORDSEARCH 
Find the Harry Potter characters hidden in the box. They may be 
horizontal, vertical or diagonal, forwards or backwards 

 
ADRIAN PUCEY, AGRIPPA, ALICIA SPINNET, ARGUS FILCH, AUNT 

MARGE, BLAISE ZABINI, BLETCHLEY, CIRCE, CLIODNA, DEAN THOM-

AS, DEDALUS DIGGLE, DRACO MALFOY, DUDLEY DURSLEY, EMERIC 

SWITCH, GREGORY, GOYLE,GRINDELWALD, HANNAH ABBOTT, HAR-

RY POTTER, HERMIONE,  KATIE BELL, LISA TURPIN, MADAM 

HOOCH, MERLIN, MORGANA,  MRS FIGG, OLIVER WOOD, PTOLEMY, 

SUSAN BONES, YVONNE 

NUMBERS 

(for these eight questions the answers are 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9) 

1. In 592 episodes of UK “Who Wants to Be A Million-

aire?” hosted by Chris Tarrant.  How many have actual-

ly won the million (do not include the ‘cheating’ case)? 

2. On average how many potatoes go into each 34.5g 

bag of crisps?  

3. How many people on Mainland USA were killed by en-

emy action during WWII?   

4. How many countries make up Great Britain? 

5. How many sailors in the Navy of landlocked Mongolia? 

6. In 1896 Walter Arnold was the first motorist to be con-

victed of speeding.  What was the speed limit?  And 

how fast was he going?   

7. The number of main lines on a palm, according to 

palmistry? 

8. How many ‘Crusades’ were there in the 11th – 13th cen-

tury?  
 

TRIVIA 

1. Who wrote the book ‘The Hunchback of Notre Dame?    

2. What do you get if you mix lampblack and water?    

3. What was the ninth month of the calendar of Romulus?    

4. Who was given a curse, leaving her to fade away leav-

ing only her voice?   

5. For what car company did Enzo Ferrari and Pablo Nu-

volari drive in the 1930’s?   

6. Arcuate, cuspate and bird’s foot are the main types of 

what geological formation?    

7. Who did Friar Laurence marry in Verona?  

8. Who was the President of Haiti from 1957 to 1971? 

9. Who lost their Goodwill in March this year? 

10. What is the connection between the previous nine an-

swers? 

 

CONNECTIONS 
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How do I get in touch with ..? 

TRANSPORT 

National Rail Enquiries 08457 484950 
Metro Bus/Metro Train 01132 457676 
Manchester Airport  0161 4893000 
Leeds Bradford Airport 0113 2509696 

SCHOOLS 

Highburton First School 01484 222730  
Kirkburton First  01484 222734 
Kirkburton Middle  01484 222737   or  604618 
Shelley College  01484 868777 

KIRKLEES METRPOLITAN COUNCIL 
Main Switchboard 01484 221000  
web site  www.kirklees.gov.uk 

 KIRKBURTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Burton Village Hall  01484 604391 
email  clerk.kbpc.co.uk  
web site www.kbpc.co.uk 
Parish Council Office Opening Hours:  
Monday and Thursday        9.30 am to 1.30 pm. 

POLICE 

In an emergency always dial      999 
For non-emergencies  101 
email     rural@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk 

HEALTH 
Suspect Coronavirus   ring NHS 111 

Kirkburton Health Centre  01484 602040 
NHS Non-Emergency  111 
Hudds Royal Infirmary  01484 342000 
Holme Valley Hospital  01484 690342  

Calderdale Hospital  01422 357171 
Barnsley General Hosp  01226 730000 
Kirkburton Dentist   01484 605812 
Rowlands Pharmacy   01484 602991 

ELECTED MEMBERS 
Parish Councillors 

Derek Hardcastle  07779 628147  
David Knight  07815 977021 
Peter Taylor   07969 052736 
Kirklees Councillors 

Bill Armer   01484 314314 
Richard Smith  07973 978369  
John Taylor   07831 810096  
  
Member of Parliament 

Mark Eastwood MP 01924  939007 
             Mark.eastwood.mp@parliament.uk 

BULLETAGRAM 

WE GOT :    forecourt  crofter ecotour 
cooter couter croute curter   forcer  
rector  cooer corer court croft  cruet  
curer curet cuter eruct  force  ecur 
recut    truce     coot core corf cote cure 
curf  curt cute ecru                    

 

ANSWERS TO TRIVIA QUIZ   

1. Victor Hugo,  2.  Indian Ink,  3.  November,  4.  Echo   5.  Alfa 

Romeo   6.  Deltas   7.  Romeo & Juliette  Papa Doc Duvalier   9.  

Zulus   10.  Nato Phonetic Alphabet   11.  5,   12.  1,   13.  6,   14.  3,    

15.  7.    16.  8,2 ,    17.  9.   18.  4 

 

PUZZLE ANSWERS 
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